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Report

for the Year ending 31st Dece~beri~

Perhaps the greatest advance of the year was the installation of a
new false ceiling in the Lecture Do~e.
This has finally made it
possible to sit through a ~id-winter lecture without sitting on
ones hands and some people have even taken their coats offl
It is
also now'possible to hear speakers from the back row, due to the
accoustic absorbency of the ceiling tiles, which lie in a steel
framework, itself suspended from the ribs of the dome by numerous
steel wires.
At the same time as the ceiling went in, a pulley
was attached to one of the struts at the very top of the do~e, thus
enabling the old Leith Nautical College planetarium umbrella to be
hung from the ceiling.
It can be winched easily out of the way
when not in use.
The planetarium projector itself works but needs
minor repairs.
Shows with it should be possible later this year.
We thank Edinburgh District Council (especially Jack Cooper and Jim
Cruikshank) and the lads from Carter Ceilings for these very welcome
improvements.
The Observatory was open to the public during the 1987 Fe&tival.
There was solar viewing with the six-inch Cooke, while in the Lecture
Do~e we had an experimental 3-D slide show about the history of Edinburgh.
This was well received and it is intended to run it over the
sum~er months in 1988.
Our thanks are due to Duncan Webberley, Jack
Heeley, Robert Rudden, Stuart Jordan, Stephen Bathgate, Charles Dickinson and Keith Hunter for their efforts in running the Observatory
over the Festival.
There were few group visits this year - ~ainly because this facility
is not widely publicised.
Would members please note that the Director
is always pleased to arrange such visits.
These consist of a look
round: the place, a short talk and telescope viewing if the sky is
clear
(we have one of the best telescopes in Scotland for visual
astronomy).
The Junior Club meetings fizzled out due to poor attendances; however
these have been restarted under a different format.
They are now on
the third Saturday of each month at 7.30 pm. This new time allows
observing if the sky is clear.
The meetings will be an opportunity
for Juniors to meet others with shared interests, to use the Library
and other facilities, and ot course, to observe.
Occasionally there
will be talks by invited speakers.
We have also re-started regular Friday night opening of the Observatory, trom 8.00 pm. onwards.
This is a social evening; we are open
rain, hail or starlight - so do come along.
The Cooke telescope is still being underused.
The present arrangements are that any member, who in the opinion of the Director is
co~petent to operate the teles:ope and the Observatory's alarm system,
,may borrow keys for an evening's observing.
The Director will gladly
p~ovide instruction if required.
The only other stipulation is that
at least two responsible adults ~ust be present, in case of an emergency.
There is still no progress on repairs to the Cox (13-inch) telescope.
The necessary repairs to the do~e are the responsibility
of Edinburgh
District Council and shortage ot funds is the problem.
We hope tor
so~e progress during the next financial year.
A long-standing problem with the internal drains in the Playfair
building has at last been solved.
Effectively some 25% of the roof
drainage was finding its way under the floorboards
The building is
a lot less damp now. A few minor problems with roof leaks have also
been solved.

I

We have a new South Gate and a new lock on the front door after the
old one jammed at an awkward moment.
It took half an hour to get inl
After many visits from Lander Alarms, the alarm system seems to be
behaving itself a little better.
Finally, we now have an answering
machine for the telephone.
This should make it easier for people to
get in touch with us.
At the end of the year the membership was still hovering about the
140 mark, with new members replacing those who hav~ resigned or not
rene~ed their subscriptions.
The iectures

given during

1987 weres

Jan.

"The Cosmic Winter"
Dr. W.M. Napier,

Royal Observatory,

Edinburgh

Feb.

"Observations from Mauna Kea, Hawaii"
Dr. A. Longmore, Royal Observatory,

Edinburgh

Mar.

"Noctilucent Clouds and conditions in the Upper Atmosphere"
Dr. M. Gadsden, Aberdeen University

Apr.
May.
June

Hr. I. Neil
"Our Very Own Star"
Mr. J. Heeley
"Piazzi Smyth's 3-D Photography"
"The Dunecht Observatory and its
Dr. D.M. Gavine
Famous Astronomers"
Dr. A.J. ROstron
"Celestial Harmony and Han"
Member's Night
(Short talks by various members)
Mr. R. Veitch
"The Astronomical Unit"

July
Aug.
Sep.
Oct.

"Radio Jets - Faster than Light?"
Dr. A. Heavens, Royal Observatory,

Nov.

"The Role of Han in Space"
Dr. J.K. Davies, Royal Observatory,

Dec.

Edinburgh
Edinburgh

"Telescopes and Imaging Techniques at La Palma"
Prof. A. Boksenberg, Director, Royal Greenwich

Observatory

On Oct.ober 31st, the Society held a joiot meeting at Calton Hill with
the Stirling Astronomical Society.
Dave Gavine gave a short talk
about the history of the Observatory.
This was followed by a talk by
Dr. Ken Mackay of Stirling A.S. about their Society's history and the
restoration of a 12t-inch telescope in the Old High School.
On December 4th some 25 members visited the planetarium at Jewel and
Esk Valley College where Dave Gavine provided a very enjoyable show.
The Society is grateful to the Director of the Royal Observatory,
Blackford Hill for providing photocopying facilities.
Our thanks are due to David Todd for again auditing the accounts and
for acting as Secretary and Treasurer to the Lorimer Trust from which,
as the accounts show, we received a grant of £1,000 - a great improve~ent
on the situation some years ago when more than 50~ of the Trust incomewas absorbed in administration
expenses.
Now we receive it all.
Finally, we also wish to record our thanks to Edinburgh District Council
for their continuing help in the form of grants and improvements without
which we would not be able to provide the educational and recreational
facilities enjoyed by so many of E'inburgh's citizens and visitors.
In the name of the Councils"

J. Shepherd
T.I.R. Neil
A.J. Rostron

President
Secretary
Treasurer
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