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1981 was in some ways eventful for the Society.
Membership increased during the year by 11 to 113 and
the immediate uncertainty about our continued use of
the City Observatory was removed by the receipt of
grants totalling £1825 towards the heaV{_cost of rates
and other expenses. The Society would like to express
its thanks to Edinburgh District Council for these
grants, without which we should have been unable to
continue as tenants.

" The Observatory was opened to the public on 25th April
as our contribution to National Astronomy Week and was
again opened on three weekends during the Festival
this time for Longer than in other years. A smal(
number of members acted as guides, demonstrated the
use of the 6-inch telescope for projecting sunspots or
showed slides. About 2000 people visited the
Observatory during the Festival.

As in previous years, groups from schools and
elsewhere were shown round. A short talk about the
Opservator{ was followed by a session of observing
with the telescope or a show of slides and/or films of

astronomical 1interest, depending on the weather. '

The McEwan telescope was operational throughout the
year but the 13-inch Cox reflector needs attention
since the effects of its age are becoming apparent.

Members' observations of variable stars, noctilucent
clouds, occultations, auroras and meteors were sent to
the appropriate bodies for reduction. The Llast-named
fields of work deserve special mention since one of
our members, Neil Bone, is both Director of the Junior
Astronomical Society's Aurora Section, Coordinator of
the Northern Network and Scottish Secretary of the
British Astronomical Association ileteor Section.

Two more editions of the ASE Journal were published .in
1981. We thank Dave Gavine for his efforts towards
making this possible and the Astronomer Royal for
Scotland for his generous support. :

Alan Pickup, the previous President, has Left us for
the clear sﬁies of Hawaii but the monthly bulletin
that he produced still appears, now under the guiding
hand of the Observatory Director, Gerald Taylor. It
is issued free to members at meetings.

Alastair Campbell was appointed Assistant Director of
the Observatory in October. : .

On 11th August a public lecture on the Aurora was
?1vep by Professor Akasofu of Alaska University, a
eading authority in this field. This very successful
function, organised by the Society, attracted a large
and interested audience. We are grateful to the
Director of the Royal Scottish Museum for making the
Lecture theatre available for the purpose.



On 26th September the BAA Meteor Section held an all-
day meeting at the Observatory. This well attended
event was also open to the public.

The Edinburgh and District Amateur Radio Club has
continued to use part of the Observatory for its
weekly meetings.

.Our_ thanks are due to Neil Bone for organising
beginners' meetings, generally held an hour before the
main monthly meetings. This may have contributed to
the gratifying increase in attendance at the Latter
during the year.

The formal Llectures given to the Society during 1981
were:

Jan. The Most Distant Galaxies
' Prof. M.S. Longair, Astronomer Royal
for Scotland
Feb. Globular Clusters and the Galactic MayEoLe Dance
Mr. F.G. Watson, Royal Obs. Edinburg
Mar. New Designs for Optical Telescopes
Dr. C. Humphries, Royal Obs. Edinburgh
Oct. Noctilucent Clouds 3 -
Dr. M. Gadsden, Aberdeen University
Nov. Astronomical Lego - or Build your own
Solar System . .
Prof. A.E. Rog, Glasgow University
Dec. The Theor% and Practice of Astronomical
Photography
~Mr. K. Kennedy, Dundee

The informal Lectures given in the summer were:

Apr. Navigating by the Stars Mr. D. Gavine

May. The Moon Mr. G. Taylor

Jun. Piazzi-Smyth Prof. R.H. Sto
Jul. The Andromeda Galaxy Mr. T.I.R. Hei
Aug. The Seventh Astronomer Royal Mr. R.G. Veitch
Sep. Photo-electric Photometry Mr. R.G. Fenoulhet

Qur District Council has continued to maintain the
building and regular visitors to the Observatory will
have noticed some of the improvements which have been
made. During the year discussions uWere held with
officials of the District Council regarding the lLong-
term future of the Observatory. We submitted
proposals for future developments and the District
Coun%1L has since undertaken a feasibility study based
on them.

We are sorry to have to report the deaths of two
meﬂfers during the year: Mr. R.W. Wood and Mr. F.T.
Walker.
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