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1981 was in some \.Jays eventfuL for the Society.
Membership increased during the year by 11 to 113 and
the immediate uncertainty about our continued use of

the City Observatory was removed by the receipt of
grants totaLLing £1825 towards the heavy cost of ratesand other expenses. The Society wouLd Like to express
its thanks to Edinburgh District CounciL for these
grants, without which we,shouLd have been unabLe to
cont inue as tenants.

The Observatory was opened to the pubLic on 25th ApriL
as our contribution to NationaL Astronomy Week and was

again opened on three \.eekends during the FestivaL(this time for Longer than in other years. A srnaL

number of members acted as guides, demonstrated theuse of the 6-inch teLescope for projecting sunspots or
showed sLides. About 2000 peopLe visited the
Observatory during the FestivaL.

As in previous ye~rs,' groups from schooLs and
eLse\·Jhere were shown round. A short taLk about the
Observatory was foLLowed by a session of observing
with the teLescope or a show of sLides and/or fiLms ot
astronomicaL interest, depending on the weather.

The McEwan teLescope was operationaL throughout the
year but the 13-inch Cox refLector needs attention
since the effects of its age are becoming apparent.

Members' observations of variabLe stars, noctiLucent
cLouds, occuLtations, auroras and meteors were sent to

t~e appropriate bodles for r~duction •. The. Last-namedfleLas of I.ork deserve speclaL mentlon Slnce one of

our members( NeiL Bone, is both Director of the JuniorAstronomica Society's Aurora Section, Coordinator of
the Northern Network and Scottish Secretary of the
British AstronomicaL Association Meteor Section.

Two more editions of the ASE JournaL were pubLished in
1981. We thank Dave Gavine for his efforts towards
making this possibLe and the Astronomer RoyaL for
ScotLand for his generous support.

ALan Pickup,.the previou,s. President, has Left.us f<;>rthe cLear SKles of Hawall but the monthLy bulLetln
that he produced stiLL appears, now under the guiding
hand of the Observatory Director, GeraLd TayLor. It
is issued free to members at meetlngs.

ALastair CampbeLL was appointed Assistant Director of
the Observatory in Oct ober.

On 11th August a pubLic Lecture on the Aurora was

given by Professor Akasofu of ALaska University, aLeading authority in this fieLd. This very successfuL
function, organised by the Society, attracted a Large
and interested audience. We are gratefuL to the
Director of the RoyaL Scottish Museum for making the
Lecture theatre avaiLabLe for the purpose.



On 26th September the BAA Meteor Section heLd an aLL

da.y meeting at the Observatory. This well attendedevent was also open to the public.

The Edinburgh and District Amateur Radio CLub has
continued to use part of the Observatory for its
~JeekLy meetings •

.Our thanks are due to Nei L Bone for organising
beginners' meetings, generalLy held an hour before the
maln monthly meetings. This may have contributed to
the gratifying increase in attendance at the latter
during the year. .

The formaL Lectures given to the Society during 1981
were:

Feb.

Jan.

r"lar.

Nov.

Dance

Oct.

Dec.

The Most Distant GaLaxies
Prof. M.S. Longair, Astronomer Royal
for ScotLand

GLobuLar CLusters and the GaLactic MaypoLeMr. F.G. Watson, RoyaL Obs. Edinburgh
New Designs for Optical TeLescopes

Dr. C. Humphries, Royal Obs. Edinburgh
NoctiLucent CLouds

Dr. M. Gadsden, Aberdeen University
Astronomical Lego - or Build your own
SoLar System

Prof. A.E. Roy, GL~sgow University.

The Theory and Practlce of AstronomlcaLPhotography
Mr. K. Kennedy, Dundee

The informaL Lectures given in the summer were:

Apr.
[11ay.
Jun.
J u L.
Aug.
Sep~

Navigating by the Stars
The r100n
Piazzi-Smyth
The Andromeda GaLaxy
The Seventh Astronomer Royal
Photo-electric Photometry

Mr. D. Gavine
~1r. G. Tay Lor

Prof. R. H. Stoyt:1r.T.I.R. I~eil
Nr. R.G. Veitch
Mr. R.G. FenouLhet

Our District CounciL has continued to maintain the
buiLding and reguLar visitors to the Observatory wiLL
have noticed some of the improvements which have been
made. During the yea~ discussions were heLd with
officiaLs of tre District Council regarding the .Long
term future bf the Observatory. We submltted
proposals for future deveLopments and the District
Council has since undertaken a feasibiLity study based
on them.

We are sorr¥ to have to report the deaths of two
m em be rs du r1ng the y ea r: Mr. R.W. \~00 d and r·1r. F.T.
~Jalker.

In the name of the Council,

T.I.R. Neil
R.G. FenouLhet

A.J. Rostron
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