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The work of the City Observatory has con'tinued as in previous
years by providing a service to the citizens of Edinburgh as well as a
meeting-place for the members of the A.S.E. New members of the
Society may not be aware that the Lorimer Bequest exists to spread
general astronomical knowledge to all who may be interested. No
previous course of study is necessary. Therefore, it has been the
Director's task with the aid of his Assistant to cater for the requirements of both school and adult groups of visitors throughout the past
twelve months and we are pleased to note an increased demand for their
services.

The Observatory is also thrown open to the general public at the
time of the Edinburgh Festival. Visitors to the town are encouraged to
observe with the telescope and partake in a guided tour of the buildings.
This year we opened on Sunday and had an excellent response. Taking
these two groups of visitors as a whole, over 1000people passed through
the Observatory. There were 32 groups of visitors who came by appointment. These people used the 6-inch McEwan Telescope for over 70
observational hours.
The other group visiting the Observatory is the student attending
the Extra-Mural Education Class in Astronomy. Here again there has
been a change with the retirement of Mr Matthew who gave these
lectures for very many years. This year Dr Brand of the Royal
Observatory gave the first eight lectures and the remainder will be
given by Mr R. Veitch. An encouraging aspect of this year's course is
the steady attendance of about 30 students.
The job of mounting the 18-inch Dall Kirkham Telescope in the
Crawford Dome is being undertaken by Mr R. Fenoulhet, with
occasional assistance from volunteers. Progress in the past twelve
months consists of dismantling the yoke mounting-no easy matter
as the unit weighs about half-a-ton. The yoke has then to be cut in
four positions and prefabricated units inserted. This task will absorb
many hours in the future as well as requiring both engineering skill
and great care.
The work of building the New Dome, started in practical terms by
the Director over a year ago, has progressed well throughout the
summer months. The stepped foundation has been poured and this
has involved the manual mixing and transporting of approximately
75 cubic feet of concrete to the site. This having been completed, the
stone facing of the wall has been lifted manually from store to site
with the aid of volunteers-a heavy and dangerous job in itself-for
some of the stones weigh one-and-three-quarter hundredweights each.
Even this back-breaking task has been virtually completed without
mishap, to be continued once more when finer weather arrives.
The Library has been thoroughly checked through by Mr J. Deansomething that has not been done for many years. Some lesser-used
volumes have been removed to storage in order to make way for more
useful material. The reprehensible practice of some members removing
books from the shelves without filling in borrowing slips has resulted,
over the years, in some fine and useful books having been lost, thus
denying their use to other readers. The Director has also encouraged
some outside researchers known to him to avail themselves of some of
the enormous mass of historical data stored on the premises in the
hope that this fairly scarce material may be put to some practical use.
The process, we dare to say, has yielded some fruit already.
Within the past year several gifts have been made to the Royal
Scottish Museum. The most important of these are, the remains of the
telescope used by Sir David Gill as a young man when he was still
living in Aberdeen. This instrument later passed into the collection of
Lord Crawford.
Mention should also be made to the work of the City Architect's
Department in eradicating a serious outbreak of dry rot in the Large
Lecture Hall. Assistance was rendered to us by Gayfield Police Station
in improving the security of the Observatory.
The Syllabus for the Winter Session was put together very largely
by Mr R. Veitch who took Mr Matthew's place as Secretary during the
latter's illness. Members must remember that this Society has undergone some major alterations of its Administrative Officers whose
experience in some duties is necessary limited. Nevertheless, those who
have attended our meetings faithfully this session will, I trust, "pardon
a hundred blemishes."

At the formal meetings of the Society the following lectures were
given:
"Photoelectric Photometry with
H. E. Butler, M.A., Ph.D.
Small Telescopes"
"The Nature of Time"
Dr A. E. Roy.
"A Deep Survey of the Southern
Sky"
Dr V. C. Reddish, O.B.E.
"Galactic Astronomy"
Prof. H. A. Bruck, C.B.E.,
(the first O'Neill Lecture)
D.Phil., Ph.D.
Lectures by Messrs Matthew and Neill.
It has been the policy of the Society for many years to encourage
youngsters to join the Fellowship of Junior Astronomers which caters
for those between the ages of 12 and 18 years. Certain attempts have
been made to encourage observing with the 13-inch Reflector and other
smaller instruments, and it is noted that some, at least, are now considering studying for "0" level astronomy.
The Director would like to see a keener interest amongst adult
members of the Society in practical observing. For example, in years
past the Time & Transit Section was very active, but is now quite
dormant. The timing of Occultations is a useful and fascinating field
of activity and I feel that we number too many armchair astronomers
and not enough practical people. Those interested should make themselves known to the Director.
From the foregoing, it will be seen that the work of the City
Observatory in conjunction with the Astronomical Society of Edinburgh provides a useful partnership and the beneficiaries are not just
the Members, but the general public at large. Those who criticise the
structure of this Society and its aims would do well to consider how
much has been achieved and at what small cost within the last year.
No other arrangement could possibly achieve the same ends with such a
small outlay of money.
Membership. During the year, 105 persons were members of the
Society. A number of resignations have, however, occurred as a result
of the increase in the subscription to £2, so that at 31st December there
were 81 members remaining.
Finance. A statement of accounts is appended. During the year
payment of £400 grant from Edinburgh Corporation was received in
arrears in addition to the year's grant of £1200. This goes some way
towards explaining the large increase in the Society's funds over the
year, but with rising costs it is expected that this increase will soon be
used up.
Footnote.-It is with deep regret that we note the death of a former
President of this Society, namely Mr Robert Plenderleith. He was for
31 years on the staff of the Royal Scottish Museum, becoming its
Keeper of Technology. Whilst serving as an Officer of this Society he
did much to further our aims in a most practical manner. He will be
sadly missed.
In the name of the Council,
E. G. CRISP, President
N. G. MATTHEW, Secretary
J. A. HUNTER, Treasurer
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Balance from 1973:
Cash
Bank
£1,00071% Treasurv Stock400·00
1985/88
(O'Neill Legacy), at cost
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Trustees
200·00
152.13

G,l

~

Expenses

150·00
20·00
170·00
and

18·96
20·19
3·00
22·00

11·83
386·77

1600·00

Astronomical Society of Edinburgh
Transferred from Trust Income
Income Tax recovered
-

£62·24
7!Hi5

Lectures and Summer Meetings
Printing etc.
Honoraria, Secretary 1973
Treasurer from July 1973
Secretaries' and Treasurer's
Bank Charges
Library
Insurance
Audit Fee 1973
Miscellaneous

Subscriptions
Donations
Edinburgh Corporation Grants
1972/73
1973.74

(,I

~

£ 13'04
1200·00
10·50
176·00 £ 1650·78
675·18
962·66

Proceeds from sale of of Instruments
Sale of Publications
Interest on O·Neill Legacy Investment
Bank Interest

352·13
70·00
0·30

77·50
56·81
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Observatory
Director and Assistants (from July 1973)
Rates
Elecl.rictyand Gas
Cleaning, Decorating and Maintenance
Equipment and Materials for New Dome
Honorarium-Treasurer
from July 1973
Director's and Treasurer's Expenses
and Bank Charges
Insurance etc.
Printing
Library
Audit fee 1973
Balance carried forward:
Cash
Bank
£1,000 7i% Treasury Stock 1985/88
(O'Neill Legacy) at cost
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36·50
13·91
25·00
22·00
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962·56
2390·96
£3994·02

EDINBURGH, 16th January, 1975-1 have examined the Accounts of the Astronomical Society of Edinburgh for the year to
31st December. 1974, and am of the opinion that the foregoing Abstract is correctly stated and sufficiently vouched.
R. N. OSWALD, C.A., Auditor.

