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ANNUAL REPORT

———

The Council have pleasure in presenting a brief Report and
Accounts for the year ending 31st December 1970.

Membership. At the end of the year the Society had 96 members.
Finance. A Statement of Accounts for the year is appended.

Observatory. As usual the Observatory has been the centre of the
Society’s activities throughout the year. Fully eighty per cent of the
time is given to the general public, mainly from October to April, but
during the summer months a considerable number of visitors to
Edinburgh come to the Observatory, are shown round and their many
questions are answered.

Courses in astronomy, with observing, were held in conjunction
with the University Department of Adult Education and Edinburgh
Corporation and attracted a considerable number of students. Senior
schoolchildren from a wide area of southern Scotland visited the
Observatory during the evening and were shown the Moon, planets,
star clusters, etc. through one of the telescopes when this was possible.
Many adult groups also made evening visits, viewing the night sky
through the 6-inch refractor when possible or being given an illustrated
lecture, followed by discussion. The number of visitors during the
year was over 3,100 and usually two hours were spent in the Observatory.
Members of the Society have observing facilities on Friday evenings,
and members of the Fellowship of Junior Astronomers meet at the
Observatory regularly for discussion and observing.

Telescopes were in use on 83 nights, mainly during the winter,
but on a number of occasions in summer the Sun was observed by
projection. It was most disappointing that the Transit of Mercury
across the Sun’s disk on 9th May was unobservable because of dense
cloud during the whole period of almost eight hours. Lunar observation
included a watch, when possible, for transient events through different
colour filters but none were recorded. The planet Mars was observed
early in the year although interest in telescope observation of this
planet is waning as a result of the pictures taken by Mariners 6 and 7.
Jupiter was observed and later Saturn, drawings being made. Mr R.
Veitch deserves mention here. The small variable star group have
continued their programme and extended it to cover variables observ-
able with binoculars. Mr B. Morell has done good work in this field.
The Photometry group are familiar with operating techniques but have
had some other difficulties to overcome. Instrumentation has been
improved and observational work should be easier. The Radio-
astronomy group has recorded radio sources and some satellite tracking
has been done. Good tape recordings of weather satellite transmissions
have been made and a picture system is under construction.

Following a decision by the Council of the Society to replace
the old gas heaters in the Lecture Hall, three-phase electricity supply
was brought into the Observatory by the Electricity Board in the
autumn. Soon afterwards a new three-phase power cable was laid by
the Board from the Main Building to the Lecture Hall, via the Cox
Building, at the Society’s expense. Members of the Society dug, and
later filled in, the 78 yards long trench for the cable. Dr Hunter was
responsible for the types of heaters and their siting in the Hall. The
result is a great improvement.



The Council have continued to investigate the possibility of
erecting the proposed new Building. A * mock-up ” was erected in
the grounds and Planning permission has been obtained. However, it
is still uncertain how the cost of erection can be met.

Lectures. At the formal meetings of the Society the following lectures

were given:
“ The Royal Observatory, Edin-
burgh R. G. Fenoulhet, Esq.
* The Work of the David Dunlap
Observatory W. A. Sherwood, B.SC., M.SC.
“ The Lunar Rock Samples ” M. J. O’Hara, B.SC., PH.D.

“ Infrared Spectra of the Stars” M. J. Smyth, M.A., PH.D.
“ Millimetre Astronomy at Aber-

deen ” Patricia R. Foster, B.SC., PH.D.
*“ The Earth as a Planet Prof. A. H. Cook, M.A., PH.D.
SC.D., F.R.S.

During the summer, informal lectures were given as follows:
‘* Satellite Tracking by Radio ” I. W. Sheffield, F.R.A.S.

* Gravitation ”’ J. A. Hunter, B.SC., PH.D.,
A.R.IC.

“ Optical Illusions ™ Prof. W. G. Guthrie, M.A.

** Molecules in Space ”’ A. J. Rostron, B.SC., PH.D.

“ Quasars 7 N. G. Matthew, F.R.A.S.,
F.R.S.E.

* The Remarkable Piazzi
Smyth ” R. G. Fenoulhet, Esq.

Publication and Display. The monthly astronomical notes and star
maps are available to members and visitors at the Observatory.
Assistance has been given to schools, and current astronomical informa-
tion has been displayed in the Case outside Register House.

Library. Good use has been made of the Library this year.

Astronomical Slides. Fewer slides have been borrowed this year. It is
hoped more members will make use of the slides and thus encourage
an interest in astronomy.

Acknowledgments. The Council wish to thank all who have assisted
the Society in its work during the past year. Grateful acknowledgment
is made of a gift of books of historical interest by Mr R. M. Gall Inglis
and of the loan of apparatus by the Astronomer Royal for Scotland.

Obituary. We record with regret that three of our members have died
during the year. Dr J. M. Milne had been a medical missionary in
India for many years and thus had not been a member for very long.
Mr J. H. Watt was very well known, having been a very active member
and an able Director of the Transit Section for about thirty years.
Mr A. Robertson, a member for a number of years, will be remembered
for his kindly help and for his work in connection with the James
Short exhibition at the Royal Scottish Museum in 1968.

In name of the Council,
R. G. FENOULHET, President
N. G. MATTHEW, Secretary
J. GIBSON KERR, Treasurer




The Hstronomical Society of Edinburgh

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS
For Year to 31st December, 1970

RECEIPTS PAYMENTS
Subscriptions - - - £98 0 O Library - - - - - £5012 O
Astronomical Society of Edin- Lectures - - - - - 61 63
burgh Trustees— Transport - - - - 15 0 0
Income Payments- - - 576 12 10 Observatory, Calton Hill—
Edinburgh Corporation Grant Rates, Cleaning,
for Observatory - - - 700 0 O Repairs, Heating,
Deposit Receipt Interest - - 20 3 5 Lighting, etc.  -£329 18 6
Capital
Shat Mage B -7 910 © Expenditure - 98 19 3
Sale of Badges - - - - 10 0 Insurance
S Premiums - 22 9 0
0
gheos. 18 2 Director - -250 0 0
Assistants - -130 0 0
Treasurer - - 50 0 0
Auditor (for 1969) 1212 0
893 18 9
New ElectricCable 178 5 0
New Dome 63 1 6
1,135 &6 3
Honorarium to Secretary (for 1969) 125 0 0
Treasurer’'s Remuneration (for 1969) 30 0 0
Printing, Stationery & Postages 107 15 3
Audit Fee (for 1969) - - - 1212 0
Council Meetings S 5 9 3
Summer Meetings - - - 6 6 0
Balance at 31st December, 1970—
In Bank - -£119 4 3
In Hands of Trea-
surer - - - 510 6 124 14 9
Balance from 1963 - - 269 4 6
£1674 0 9 £1,674 0 9

EpINBURGH, 7th January, 1971—I have examined the Accounts of the Astronomical Society
ot Edinburgh for the year to 31st December, 1970, and am of the opinion that the foregoing
Abstract is correctly stated and sufficiently vouched. I have seen the Bankers' Certificate for
the Balance in the Bank at 31st December, 1970.

R. N. OSWALD, C.A., Auditor.

GORDON WILSON, 47-49 THISTLE STREET EDINBURGH, 2.



