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REPORT
GENERAL.
The Council of The Astronomical Society of Edinburgh
have pleasure in submitting a brief Report and the Accounts
for the year to 31st December 1940.
The year has again been a successful one for the Society
despite the difficulties occasioned by war conditions.
MEMBERSHIP.
The membership is again the largest in the history of the
Society.
FINANCE.
The Statement of Receipts and Payments hereto appended
is self-explanatory, and in the opinion of the Council exhibits
a satisfactory position.
OBSERVATORY, CALTON HILL.
(Director-N. G. Matthew, F.R.A.S.)
A number of further improvements have been effected at
the Observatory, including the provision of a work-bench in
the photo workshop.
The Observatory has been open throughout the year and
many members of the public have made use of it, in addition
to the facilities available to members of the Society.
In June much of the valuable optical equipment at the
Observatory was dismantled and stored away for greater
safety. The 6-inch Cooke photo visual telescope has been
continued in use, however, and the dismantling of this instrument is not at present contemplated. The work of refiguring
the IQ-inch objective for the Crawford telescope has had to
be delayed owing to the war.
A series of meetings was arranged at the Observatory
specially for schoolboys, and a number of young enthusiasts
from various schools attended.
These meetings were particularly successful. It was planned to inaugurate a Junior
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Astronomy Club for schoolboys, and preliminary investigation
showed promise of a great future for such an educational club.
Owing to the prior claims of war-work this plan had to be
abandoned for the present, but it is confidently hoped that
the scheme will be successfully launched later.
Thanks are due to Mr R. M. G. Inglis who has loaned, for
demonstration purposes, a Star Finding instrument designed
by the late Sir William Peck. The loan by the Astronomer
Royal for Scotland of certain apparatus is also gratefully
acknowledged.
LECTURES.
Society's Lectures.
An interesting, and well attended,
programme of Lectures was carried through. An attemptsuccessful, the Council believe-was made to balance the
Lectures as between the various branches of the subject and
as between the technical and popular. A Film Night was held
in April at which some unique astronomical films were
exhibited.
Educational Lectures. A very successful Beginners' Class
in Astronomy was held during the year. Through the courtesy
of the Education Committee of Edinburgh Corporation the
Class met in St Thomas of Aquin's School, Lauriston Gardens.
There was an enrolment of eighty and attendances were particularly good. The Class met at the Observatory on a number
of occasions also.
A number of members of the Society have co-operated
with the Education Officersof H.M. Forces, and many Lectures
on Astronomy have been given to units of H.M. Forces throughout East Scotland. Members further afield have similarly
done useful educational work.
Lectures by M embers. A record is kept by the Secretary of
names of members who are prepared to give Lectures to the
public or to the Society, and any members who would be
willing to do such work, now or later, should write to the
Secretary with particulars of their Lectures.

I

5
LIBRARY.
(Librarian-Rev. Dr Patrick.)
All new books of general interest have been purchased or
ordered, and are placed on the shelves as soon as they have
been catalogued.
The Loose-leaf Catalogue has been completed and is kept
up to date. It is in two volumes, one under authors' names
arranged alphabetically, and the other under subjects. Owing
to war conditions certain fittings necessary to complete the
classification of books on the shelves have not been obtainable.
The war has caused some delay in the delivery of certain
periodicals, especially those published on the other side of
the Atlantic.
The Council desire to thank Dr Hector Macpherson, Mr
]. C. Johnston, Mr R. M. G. Inglis, Mr J. Gibson Kerr, Mr
N. G. Matthew, and the relatives of the late Mr ]. W. Sinclair,
and others for gifts of books.
PUBLICATION.
The publication of the monthly Astronomy article and
Star Maps, reprinted specially from The Scotsman, has proved
an unqualified success and will be continued. Extra copies
of the reprints have been increasingly used to further interest
in Astronomy by distribution to visitors at the Observatory,
to members of H.M. Forces, and others.
During the year the Council have considered most carefully the question of further publication, but in view of present
conditions have decided to postpone other publication
meantime.
SPECIAL SECTIONS.
AURORA

AND METEOR

SECTION.

(Director-]. Paton, M.A., B.Sc.)
Successful photographs of brilliant auroral displays were
obtained on a number of nights in March, and a series of
thirty photographs of a corona taken on 30th March has
yielded accurate measurements of the radiation point.
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INSTRUMENT

SECTION.

(Director-A. G. Stenhouse, F.RS.E., F.G.S.)
The work of this Section has had to be curtailed on account
of war conditions, but the Section remains in being.
LUNAR

AND PLANETARY

SECTION.

(Director-C. F. O. Smith, F.RA.S.)
Meetings have been held at the Observatory throughout
the year, and observations of the Moon, Jupiter, and Saturn
have been continued. Members are making detailed surveys'
of the lunar crater Gassendi with a view to producing a new
chart of this area.
VARIABLE

STAR SECTION.

(Director-E. A. Baker, D.Sc., F.RS.E., F.RA.S.)
War conditions have necessarily reduced the activities of
this Section, but certain photographic work has been carried
out. Plans have been made for the production of ne~ Variable
Star Maps, but this work has had to be postponed. It will be
recommenced whenever practicable.

GIFTS OF BOOKS.
Astronomical Books and Periodicals have been presented
to the Church of Scotland Library and to H.M. Forces.
OBITUARY.
The Council regret that during the year a number of
members have been lost by death, among them being Mr J. W.
Sinclair, a past President, and sometime Treasurer of the
Society.
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.
The Council take this opportunity to record their thanks
to all who have helped in the Society's work during the year,
and in particular to the Directors and other members of the
Special Sections who have done much good work.
In name of the Council,
JAS. C. JOHNSTON, President.
J. GIBSON KERR, Secretary and Treasurer.
21st February 1941.
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS

For Year to 31st December 1940
PAYMENTS

RECEIPTS
Subscriptions and Entrance Fees
Astronomical Society of Edinburgh
TrusteesIncome Payments
Income Tax recovered
Edin. Corporation, for Observatory
Miscellaneous

£26 10

232 6 11
202 17 0
100 0 0
094

£562
Balance of Special Donation brought
forward from 1939
Balance from 1939

0
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Rooms
Library
Lantern Slides .
Society's Lectures
Educational Lectures
Observatory, Calton Hill
Printing and Stationery.
Special Sections
Publication
Donation to New College Library .
Honorarium to Secretary
Suspense Account for Treasurer's
Honorarium and Expenses
Audit Fee .
Miscellaneous .

3

158 10 0

44

2

0
9

36 15 2
23
242

0 10
6 0

27 3 3
o 19

4

16 1 0
6 6 9
25

0

0

21 0 0
660
13 1 2
4

5

Donation-

590

Balance at 31st December 1940In Bank
. £187 8 10
In hands of Treasurer 8 0 0
195

£726

5

292

£525
Balance of Special
In Bank

590

£60 10

£726

3

J.

GIBSON KERR,

8 10
2

Treasurer.

EDINBURGH, 14th January 1941.-1 have examined the foregoing Abstract of the Accounts
of the Treasurer of the Astronomical Society of Edinburgh for the year to 31st December 1940,
and I am of the opinion that it is correctly stated and sufficiently vouched.
I have seen the
Banker's Certificates for the Balances in Bank at 31st December 1940.
TURNER

M'LACHLAN,

C.A., AuditOt'.

3

