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REPORT
GENERAL.
The Council of The Astronomical Society of Edinburgh have
pleasure in submitting their Report and Accounts for the year
to 31st December 1938. The Council believe that the year has been
the most interesting and successful in the Society's history. The
progress of the Society has been satisfactory in every way, and
the scope of its activities has been widened considerably.
The two outstanding events of the Society's year have been
the taking over by it of the Observatory on Calton Hill, and the
public Lecture by Sir James Jeans, both of which events proved
to be of great interest not only to the Society but also to the public
of Edinburgh and beyond.
GENERAL POLICY.
The policy of the Council during the year has been primarily
to gain the interest of as many persons as possible in the Science
of Astronomy and in the work of the Society. This policy has been
carried out by means of lectures, by conducting large numbers of
the public over the Observatory, by press publicity, and by a
number of other methods. The efforts in these directions have been
remarkably successful-indeed the Council have at times been somewhat embarrassed by the interest taken, as in the case of the lecture
given in the Usher Hall, when many of the public had to be refused
admission as the Hall was filled to overflowing, while as regards
the Observatory it became necessary to have a waiting list of those
wishing admission, many of whom have had unfortunately to
be kept waiting for many weeks, so great has been the number
of applications.
While the general policy has been in the direction of extending
and increasing popular interest in the Science, the Council have not
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been unmindful of the other objects of the Society, such as advancing
the Science itself. In the ensuing year the Council hope, in addition
to retaining the public interest aroused in the past year, further
to advance the Science of Astronomy in a number of directions.
And, while doing all they can for the wider public and for the Science,
the Council will not be unmindful of the members of the Society,
but for whose work, support, interest, and enthusiasm the Society
could not exist.
FINANCE.
The Statement of Receipts and Payments hereto appended
is self-explanatory, and in the opinion of the Council exhibits a
satisfactory position. The Statement does not yet show a year's
normal income or expenditure. Part of the expenditure shown is
non-recurring, but other contemplated expenditure does not yet
appear.
MEMBERSHIP.
The membership is the largest the Society has yet had, and
tends to increase further, notwithstanding the entrance fee which
was imposed as from October. Each applicant for membership
must be proposed and recommended by a member, in addition to
which the applications require to be passed both by the Council
and by the Society.
CONSTITUTION.
The Council are glad to say that the new Constitution has worked
very well in a year of much activity. They have no proposals to
make for its amendment.
ACCOMMODATION.•
The Society's Room in the Synod Hall has' been much
appreciated, and the Council propose to continue the present
arrangements for a further period. The Lecture Room has at recent
meetings been filled practically to capacity, but it can still accommodate all the members of the Society and a limited number of
members' guests or visitors.
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OBSERVATORY, CALTON HILL.
The tentative arrangement with Edinburgh Corporation, referred
to in last year's Report, was duly ratified, and the Society obtained
possession of the Observatory in June. The various buildings have
been renovated at the expense partly of Edinburgh Corporation
and partly of the Society, the total cost of the work being in the
neighbourhood of £700. The Council have had the telescopes,
instruments, and clocks overhauled at considerable cost, and have
also provided a synchronous drive for the M'Ewen telescope, and
have had controlled time circuits laid to all the Observing Domes.
The large City Dome has been fitted up by the Society as a Lecture
Hall-tip-up seats, a heating system, and projection arrangements
having been installed during the summer months.
The official opening of the Observatory took place on 7th
October, the ceremony being performed by Sir James Jeans, F.R.S.,
who was accompanied by Lady Jeans. Despite the inclement
weather, there were present many members of the Society, civic
representatives, and representatives of other scientific bodies.
In the course of his address to the crowded audience in the City
Dome, Sir James said that he considered that the Society should
be able to accomplish very good work with even the moderatesized instruments available. Sir James showed a great interest in
the work of the Society, of which he expressed a strong desire to
become a member.
Mr N. G. Matthew has been appointed Director and Organiser
of Lectures at the Observatory. Since the opening date the
Observatory has been open practically every evening, and large
numbers of members of the public have been conducted over it.
The various telescopes have been available for viewing the heavenly
bodies, and, when the weather has been unfa.vourable, lantern
lectures have been given in the City Dome. Many expressions of
appreciation have been received from members of the public.
In the ten weeks from the opening of the Observatory until the end
of the year, over 2000 applications for admission to the Observatory
were received, and it has been necessary to start a waiting list.
Special nights have been arranged for the members of the
Society as a whole and for the Special Observing Sections, in addition
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to which any member who wishes, and is able, to use any of the
telescopes is at liberty to do so by previous arrangement with the
Director.
All facilities at the Observatory, whether of inspecting the
buildings and instruments, using the telescopes, or attending
lectures, are provided entirely free both for members of the Society
and for the public generally.
LORIMER MEDAL.
The Council had a Gold Medal designed in memory of the late
J. H. Lorimer, which will be called the Lorimer Medal. It bears on
one side a striking likeness of Mr Lorimer and on the other a beautiful symbolic figure (Urania) surrounded by the signs of the Zodiac.
The design and execution of the Medal are of outstanding artistic
merit, and the Council believe that the Medal will form the most
suitable memorial the Society could have of the late Mr Lorimer.
The Medal is to be awarded periodically by the Society, for
meritorious work in diffusing the knowledge of Astronomy among
the general public, and a replica will remain in the Society's
possessIOn.
The first Medal was presented to Sir James Jeans, D.Sc., LL.D.,
F.R.S., in the Usher Hall on 7th October by the President of the.
Society, in the presence of an audience of over 2000.
LECTURES.
(1) Society's Lectures. Exceptional interest has been taken in
the ordinary Lectures, and the Council take this opportunity of
thanking the Lecturers, who have all given valuable and stimulating
papers.
(2) Public Lectures. The Council have arranged a number of
public Lectures, the most important so far having been that delivered by Sir James Jeans in the Usher Hall on 7th October. The
lecture by Sir J ames was of first scientific importance, and was
also attractive to the general public. The audience of over 2000
completely filled the Hall, and many who had desired to hear the
lecture were unable to obtain admission.
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(3) Educational Lectures. This is a very important activity.
In the first place, the Council are arranging for lectures at the expense
of the Society to be given to various bodies in Edinburgh and
district. Particular mention is made of a special course of six
lectures delivered in the autumn by the Rev. Dr Patrick at
Newbattle Abbey College. In the second place, courses of lectures
for beginners, and probably more advanced lectures also, are to be
given in the Lecture Hall at the Observatory. The first of these
Beginners' Classes, commencing on 13th January 1939, is open to
the public free, by Ticket. The Class will meet weekly for a period
of ten weeks.
(4) Lectures by Members. A record is kept by the Secretary of the
names of members who are prepared to give lectures to the public
or to the Society, and any members who would be willing to do such
work should write to the Secretary with particulars of their lectures.

LIBRARY.
The Library now contains a very good collection of up-to-date
books, and also most astronomical periodicals. The Council consider that more use might be made of such a valuable asset of the
Society, and they would draw the attention of members to the
Library accordingly.
In addition to being open every week-day the library is now
open on Friday evenings and on Lecture evenings.
The Council desire to thank Mr Duncan Macnaughton, Mr R. S.
Henderson, Mr ]. Gall Inglis, Mr]. Gibson Kerr, Mr N. G. Matthew,
and the Royal Scottish Geographical Society for gifts of books.
LANTERN SLIDES.
The collection of lantern slides has been further extended and
is now most comprehensive. To encourage members to give lectures
on Astronomy outside the Society, slides etre lent free of charge in
cases where no fee is paid to the lecturer.
SPECIAL SECTIONS.
Several Special Sections have been formed which have already
embarked upon valuable work. Further reports on this will be
made later.

6
RESEARCH.
The Society is prepared to make grants in aid of Astronomical
Research, and is itself organising certain work.
PUBLICATION.
The Council have published the Lecture delivered by Sir James
Jeans on 7th October, with illustrations. A complimentary copy
of the publication was sent to every member of the Society and to
all the more important Scientific Societies throughout the world.
Copies are also on sale at all leading booksellers in Edinburgh and
in certain other towns.
The Council have been negotiating in regard to obtaining space
in a magazine to be sent to members, and they have also considered
the alternative of a Bulletin to be published by the Society. They
have decided to defer any such project meantime.
GIFTS AND DONATIONS TO THE SOCIETY.
The Society has received a number of gifts and donations during
the year. The Council return grateful thanks for these, and refer
in particular to the gift by the Church of Scotland of a large telescope which was hitherto kept in the garden of the New College.
The Council would mention that although the Society is already
in quite a fortunate position financially it is well able to put to
good use any further gifts, donations, or legacies.
FUTURE WORK.
The Council are always grateful for suggestions for the future.
ACKNOWLEl)GMENTS.
The Council gratefully acknowledge many kindnesses and much
help received throughout the year from official departments of the
Town Council and from private persons. They would also like to
put on record their appreciation of the great amount of voluntary
unpaid work done by members at the Observatory, both in
renovating and improving the instruments and in conducting
members of the public over the buildings and assisting them to use
the telescopes.
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In particular the Council wish to acknowledge the expert
services of Mr A. G. Stenhouse as Director of the Instruments
Section. The Society is also much indebted to the Astronomer
Royal for Scotland for valuable advice and for the loan of instruments. Lastly, the Council express their gratitude to the Press for
the large part it has played in furthering the work of the Society
among the general public.
In name of the Council,
JAMES PATRICK, President.
N. G. MATTHEW, Secretary.
J. GIBSON KERR, Treasurer.

8th February
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OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS

For Year to 31st December 1938
RECEIPTS
Members' Subscriptions
Entrance Fees •
Donation
Special Donation
Lecture by Sir J ames Jeans
Edin. Corporation, for Observatory
Astronomical Society of Edinburgh
TrusteesIncome Payments
Income Tax recovered
Miscellaneous

PAYMENTS
£27

0

220
10 0 0
157 11 6
100 0 0

450 0
206 2
024

£960 18
Balance from 1937

0

800

165

8

0
2

Rooms
Library
Lantern Slides .
Payments out of Special Donation
Lecture by Sir J ames Jeans .
Observatory, Calton Hill
Donation to Crawford Library
Lorimer MedalExecution and Dies
First Lorimer Medal
Lectures
.
Publication
Printing and Stationery.
Expenses of Special Sections.
Audit Fee.
MiscellaneousIncluding Postages, etc ..

3

54 10

1
Si

17 1 7
4 11 0
144 15 0
451 5 8
6 12 2
58 12
20 19

8
0

25 8 0
24

5

1

75 11 3
2 17

7

550
48 14 4!
£1012 11 11

0
7

£72

Balance of Special
In Bank

Donation-

590

Balance at 31st December 1938In Bank
£99 13 6
In hands of Treasurer 8 12 2

£1126
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J. GIBSON KERR,

EDINBURGH, 16th ]aHuat'y 1939.-1 have examined the foregoing Abstract
of the Treasurer of the Astronomical Society of Edinburgh for the year to 31st
and I am of the opinion that it is correctly stated and sufficiently vouched.
Banker's Certificates for the Balances in Bank at 31st December 1938.
TURNER M'LACHLAN.

108 5

8

£1126 ·6
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Tt'casut'ct'.

of the Accounts
December 1938,
I have seen the
C.A., A uditot'.

