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PREFACE

This Report presents the organisation and activities of the Astronomical Society of 
Edinburgh in the calendar year 2021.  Recording this in the following year, the Society
has continued to adapt its working practices to meet the new reality brought about by
the Coronavirus pandemic.

In line with almost all other aspects of society, the period from March 2020 to December 
2021 has been, perhaps, the most challenging period in the Society’s history. However, 
thanks to the ongoing developments of our electronic and online resources in response to 
the pandemic, we have continued to go from strength to strength and hastened new ways 
to fulfil our mission of promoting the science of astronomy. 

During all of 2021 the Society continued to remotely deliver a full range of meeting, 
presentations and events for its members, and the wider public, in a totally remote format. 
The Society did not recommence physical in-person meetings until 2022.

The Society delivered more online meetings than ever during the first half of 2021, aiming  to
provide 2 meetings per week. This continued until the Summer. After that 3 events per 
month would become the norm. As a result of the quality and amount of online meetings we 
provided, we acquired a large YouTube audience from all over the world. We also acquired 
new Society members from places outside of the Edinburgh area, including southern Eng-
land, northern Scotland and eastern Europe.

The Society also held its 2021 AGM remotely over Zoom with Members able to vote online 
as required. This has allowed the Society to continue to meet the requirements of its con-
stitution and Scottish charity law. 

Astronomical Society of Edinburgh  3 
Annual Report 2021



1  Constitution and Manage-
ment of the Society

The Society is registered in Scotland as a charity, no. SC022968. It is an unin-
corporated association founded (as the Edinburgh Astronomical Association)
in 1924 and is governed by a Constitution most recently modified on 1 
November 2019. The Constitution may be referred to on the Society's web site
at www.astronomyedinburgh.org/membership/constitution

Clause 1 of the Constitution states:

“The name of the Society shall be The Astronomical Society of Edinburgh and its objects 
shall be to advance the education of the public about the science of Astronomy and to pro-
mote astronomical research chiefly in Edinburgh and its neighbourhood. In furtherance 
thereof:

to circulate information on astronomical matters by the publication of articles, books 
etc;

to encourage astronomical study and observation; and

to increase popular interest in astronomy.”

The Management of the Society is vested in a Council, elected from the Ordinary Member-
ship of the Society at the Annual General Meeting (AGM). The members of Council are 
trustees of the Charity. In the event of any vacancy arising in the Council, the Council has 
power to co-opt a Member of the Society to fill such a vacancy. Council Members and their
functions in 2021 are listed in Annex 1.

As of 31 December 2021, there were 159 members of the Society. Of these, six had hon-
orary membership: Dr H. Ford, Dr N. Grubb, Prof D. Heggie, Dr H. Meyerdierks and two 
Honorary Presidents: Prof Andrew Lawrence (Regius Professor of Astronomy at the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh) and Prof Catherine Heymans (Professor of Astrophysics at the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh, Astronomer Royal for Scotland). 
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1  Constitution and Manage-
ment of the Society...

During 2021, the Council of the Society continued to build on innovation and improve-
ments made to its systems of communications with its members, and the wider public, over
the last three years. The Coronavirus pandemic has seen a major shift in the way the Soci-
ety now undertakes it actives.  

All Council meetings took place via Zoom and this is likely to continue to be the case for 
the foreseeable future.

Trustees of the Lorimer bequest

A former Vice-President of the Society, Mr John Henry Lorimer, left a substantial bequest 
to the Society when he died in 1936. This bequest has been assigned to "The Astronom-
ical Society of Edinburgh Trustees" and is managed by them under conditions set forth in a
Deed of Trust granted in favour of Rev Dr James Patrick and others, dated 10 December 
1937. The Astronomical Society of Edinburgh Trust is a registered Scottish Charity no 
SC013921. 

As of 31 December 2021, the following were the trustees in terms of that deed:

Mr Jim Nisbet (Secretary and Treasurer) Mr Alan Ellis

Mr Andrew Farrow Mr Alan Pickup

All of the above trustees are past or current Presidents of the Society; Mr Ellis is currently 
Treasurer of the Society and Mr Nisbet is currently a Vice President of the Society.
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2  Publications & Electronic 
Communications

The Society retired its online Journal in 2020 as we moved our communica-
tions to a newer range of platforms. The Society now produces more material 
than ever. This material consists of:

 Articles and news items on the website;

 Regular weekly email newsletters sent to members with information about meet-
ings, Society news and other relevant astronomical information. Archives of these 
newsletters are held in the Members website;

 Archived recording of our public meetings on our YouTube channel;

 Communications through our Facebook, Twitter and Flickr channels;

 WhatsApp is also used extensively for group conversations such as the Imaging & 
Observing Group, Council chat, amongst others.

To accompany the Night Sky preview by Alan Pickup and other members at monthly meet-
ings, Alan’s monthly astronomy article for "The Scotsman" – with kind permission of the 
paper's publishers – is republished in the Society's website.

2021 saw the growth of our electronic newsletter to Members. Issued on a weekly basis, 
this draws together information on Society meetings, administrative business and items of 
astronomical news and interest into one location. Currently, access details for our remote 
Society meetings on Zoom are circulated to members via this newsletter.  

The Society continues its Beginner’s Guide to astronomy, known as the “4-STEPS to the 
STARS” programme. This is a public outreach programme designed to help people get into
astronomy and was delivered online during 2021.
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2  Publications & Electronic 
Communications...

The four steps are:

1. Buying a telescope

2. Telescope help shop

3. Navigating the night sky

4. Introduction to astro-imaging

There is a range of materials available on our website and YouTube channel to support 
this programme. The Society's website may be found at www.astronomyedinburgh.org and
a Members only website at members.astronomyedinburgh.org

Email contact addresses have been set up for some Society Officers and the webmaster:

president@astronomyedinburgh.org
secretary@astronomyedinburgh.org 
treasurer@astronomyedinburgh.org 
webmaster@astronomyedinburgh.org 

Full details of the Society's activities and information about how to join are available on the
website. 

Social media

The Society's Twitter account:  twitter.com/ASEdinburgh, had approximately 2,400 follow-
ers as of 31 December 2021

Our Facebook account www.facebook.com/AstronomyEdinburgh has a very wide reach, 
with events often reaching 20-50,000 people.

Our YouTube channel www.youtube.com/c/AstronomicalSocietyOfEdinburgh is very active 
with videos of meetings attracting thousands of viewers after the events. 

Public meetings are publicised using Eventbrite where users can get free tickets plus re-
minders. This helps to extend our reach and results in many visitors joining us live on You-
Tube.
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3  Regular Meetings

The Society continued to hold meetings throughout 2021 to educate members
and promote interest and discussion, to broadcast news items and receive 
presentations by Society members. They were delivered remotely, via Zoom. 
The Council wishes particularly to thank Alan Pickup for kindly presenting the
majority of our “Night Sky this Month" presentations to the Society. In keep-
ing with its constitutional function to educate and promote astronomy in the 
Edinburgh area, these meetings are open to the public at no charge.

A key attraction of the regular meetings is the programme of guest speakers, offering a 
wide variety of topics associated with astronomy.  Promotion of these meetings by our 
more pro-active website and through social media has drawn a wider section of both local 
and international interest. All online meetings of the Society were free of charge but Event-
brite was used as a mechanism to provide these tickets, to gain wider coverage. Our main 
meetings, with guest speakers, were also broadcast live on our YouTube channel and 
archived recordings of past meetings are also available. 

The Society is actively looking at how it will retain the best developments from its move to 
online working and engagement as a result of the pandemic, when physical meetings of 
the Society recommence as soon as public health guidelines allow. It is envisioned that, 
going forward, various meeting of the Society will be hybrid in nature, allowing participation
for members in a physical meeting, alongside that of members joining remotely online.  As 
we now have remote and international Society members, this will become more important 
to continue to engage with them.

In 2021 the following events, talks and speakers were hosted at the Society. The majority 
were public and available to non-members online:
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3  Regular Meetings...

Programme of events in 2021

Date Speaker Topic
8th Jan Aaron Roodman LSST/Vera C. Rubin Observatory.
13th Jan Imaging & Observing Group
15 Jan Alan Pickup Navigating the Night Sky [4 steps part 3]

20th Jan Archie Howitt Clockwise: (Polaris, Polarscopes and Sundials)
5th Feb Ciaran Beggan Magnetic missions to Earth and Jupiter
10th Feb Imaging & Observing Group
19th Feb Lyn Smith The Solar Cycle
5th Mar Robin Hague/ Alan Pickup Skyrora/ Night Sky in March
10 Mar Imaging & Observing Group
19 Mar Randall Stevenson Comet Tales: Thomas Hardy...

2nd April John Davies Missions to Near Earth Asteroids
7th April Imaging & Observing Group

16th April
Bruce Vickery/Pat Devine/

Hugh Somerville
Scope talks and Bruce Vickery - Venus tablets of 
Ammisaduga

7th May Sam Lawler the Outer Solar System Origins Survey
12th May Imaging & Observing Group
20th May Catherine Heymans The Dark Side of the Universe
4th June SALT/AGM Petri Vaisanen/ AGM
9 June Imaging & Observing Group

10 June Mark Phillips Solar eclipse live stream
15 June Andy Lawrence + others Losing the Sky
18 June Tom Field Spectroscopy - a practical approach for amateurs
2 July Giles Hammond Photometry of short period asteroids
7 July Imaging & Observing Group
16 July Mark Phillips, All End of term report, Pub Quiz, general chat
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3  Regular Meetings...

August Holiday

3 Sept Don Pollacco
The effect of stellar activity on the detection of 
terrestrial planets

8 Sep Imaging & Observing Group

17 Sept Katrin Raynor
Exploring Astronomy and Space Through Phila-
tely

24 Sept Bruce Vickery Venus Tablets - new solution
1st Oct Mike Shaw Astro landscape photography
6 Oct Martin Lewis Imaging & Observing Group + Martin Lewis

15 Oct Martin Elvis
ASTEROIDS: How Love, Fear, and Greed will 
Determine our Future in Space

5 Nov Justyn Campbell-White
The Accretion and Inner Disk of Pre-Main-Se-
quence Stars

10 Nov Imaging & Observing Group
19th Nov David H. Levy A Nightwatchman’s Journey: The Road Not taken

3 Dec Will Joy Finding Space Rocks
8 Dec Imaging & Observing Group
17 Dec Martin Lunn Cooke Telescopes

Meeting reports for all meetings were produced after the event, with links to any videos and 
relevant material. These can be seen on the website at: https://www.astronomyedin-
burgh.org/past-meeting-reports/     
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4 Activities in 2021

The Annual General Meeting

For the second year in succession of the Society’s history, the AGM took place remotely on-
line via Zoom. The AGM took place on Friday 4 June 2021.

The Coronavirus pandemic has continued to impact the activities of the Society throughout
2021. Restrictions on public meetings, gatherings and travel continued to be in force 
throughout 2021. As a result, all of the Society’s physical meetings and activates remained
suspended. All of the key annual events the Society would normally engage with, such as 
the Doors Open Day at the Royal Observatory of Edinburgh and the National Air Show at 
the Museum of Flight were cancelled in 2021, owing to Coronavirus. 

All of the Society activity continued to be delivered online during 2021. This included en-
gagement with Members and online events. 

Losing the Sky event

One significant event during 2021 was an event organised by one of our Honorary Presid-
ents, Prof. Andy Lawrence who gathered together an impressive list of guests to address 
the issue of satellite constellations and the affect it has on astronomy. He chose the Soci-
ety to host this event as we had gained significant experience in running online events.

The event details plus video are available on our website and YouTube channel.

Popular Events

The other two most popular online events during 2021 were:

A partial solar eclipse livestream by Mark Phillips which gained a live audience on You-
Tube of 1,020.

Navigating the night Sky by Alan Pickup with an audience of 831, although the video has
since been viewed over 3,600 times!
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Financial Review

The Society had a modest surplus of £290 at the end of the year and we did 
not need to request additional funds from the ASE Trust.  The main reason for
this was the continued growth in membership which provides our main in-
come via the annual subscription.  Contributing to this surplus was the re-
duction in costs of physical meetings and physically based outreach events 
due to the Covid restrictions. 

The bulk of the expenditure was for costs associated with meeting expenses, equipment 
purchases, ASE badge purchases and storage rental. Due to the continued Covid restric-
tions most meetings throughout 2021 were online only.  Starting in October, the beginning-
of-the-month meetings were held both physically on-site and online.

An additional payment method using PayPal was introduced giving members additional 
choice when renewing subscriptions. Membership rose from 133 at the beginning of 2021 
to 159 by the end of the year. 

Declaration

The Society’s trustees' annual report, presented on pages 1 to 12, was approved by the 
Council of The Astronomical Society of Edinburgh (the trustees of the charity).

Mark Phillips, President, 19 May 2022
For and on behalf of the Council of The Astronomical Society of Edinburgh.

Astronomical Society of Edinburgh  12 
Annual Report 2021



ANNEX 1

Members of Council & functions January to June 2021 

Position Name Additional duties

Officers President Mr Andrew Farrow

Secretary Mr Sean Wixted

Treasurer Mr Alan Ellis

Vice President Mr Peter Black Chair of Workstream projects 
group

Vice President Mr Mark Phillips Webmaster and Head of IT sup-
port, IOG coordinator

Council
Members

Councillors Mr Carl Dennis

Mr Will Joy

Mr Neil Martin

Mr Jim Nisbet

Mr Ian Smith

Vacant

Guest speaker programme co-
ordinator

YouTube meetings host

IOG host and coordinator

Data protection coordinator

IOG coordinator

Astronomical Society of Edinburgh 13  
Annual Report 2021



ANNEX 1

Members of Council & functions June to December 2021 

Position Name Additional duties

Officers President Mr Mark Phillips Webmaster and Head of IT sup-
port, IOG coordinator

Secretary Mr Sean Wixted

Treasurer Mr Alan Ellis

Vice President Mr Andrew Farrow

Vice President Mr Jim Nisbet Data protection coordinator

Council
Members

Councillors Mr Peter Black

Mr Nigel Goodman

Ms Sarah Bulman

Mr Will Joy

Mr Neil Martin

Mr Ian Smith

IOG coordinator

Guest speaker programme co-
ordinator

Guest speaker team member

YouTube meetings host, guest 
speaker team member

IOG host and coordinator

IOG coordinator
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Working Groups

In June 2021 the Council established a number of working groups committees and liaison/
coordination officers, to take forward the work of the Council in a coherent manner. As of 
December 2021, the role, remit and members of these committees was as follows-

Working Group/Liaison Members Remit

Guest Speaker Coordina-
tor Group (GS)

Nigel Goodman (Chair), Sarah Bul-
man, Mark Phillips and Will Joy.

The GS Group will take the 
lead for the Council on or-
ganising guest speakers for
Society meetings, canvass-
ing members for speaker 
suggestions and facilitate 
all administrative arrange-
ments for speaker atten-
dance/participation (Inc. 
Speakers Gifts).

Technology  and  Online
Coordinator Group (TOC)

Including
---------------
Sub-group on ASE Hy-
brid meeting set up/run-
ning

Peter Black (Chair), Neil Martin, Ian 
Smith, Will Joy, Andrew Farrow and 
non-Council members Pat Devine, 
Ramsey McIver, and Viv Cotton. 
Mark Phillips (ex-officio as Webmas-
ter)

The TOC Group will sup-
port the work of the Soci-
ety’s Webmaster and over-
see the operations of all the
Society’s online platforms 
and activities.

Peter Black to select some TOC 
members for this sub-group

The Group will also over-
see the delivery and opera-
tion of hybrid Society meet-
ings in coordination with 
the Webmaster.

Honorary Presidents Li-
aison Group (HP)

Mark Phillips (Chair)(ex-officio as 
President), Andrew Farrow, Prof. 
Catherine Heymans (ex-officio), 
Prof. Andy Lawrence (ex-officio).

The HP Group will take the 
lead for the Council in liais-
ing with the Society’s two 
Honorary Presidents: Prof. 
Catherine Heymans, As-
tronomy Royal for Scot-
land; and Prof Andy 
Lawrence, Reigus Profes-
sor of Astronomy, Univer-
sity of Edinburgh, in terms 
of any activities undertaken
involving them. Where ei-
ther or both of the Honorary
Presidents are involved di-
rectly with the work of an-
other Council group, the 
chair of that group will keep
Mark, Andrew and the rest 
of the Council updated on 
that work.
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Council’s Liaison to the 
Royal Observatory of Ed-
inburgh (RoE)

Peter Black Peter will take the lead for 
the Council on liaising with 
the RoE and any activities 
or events the Society is in-
volved in with the RoE (for 
example, the annual Doors 
Open Day event).

National Museum of 
Scotland (NMS)/National 
Museum of Flight Coor-
dination Group (NMF)

Sean Wixted (Chair), Nigel Good-
man, Ian Smith and Will Joy.

The NMF Group will take 
the lead for the Council on 
liaising with the NMS/NMF 
and any activities or events
the Society is involved in 
with the NMS/NMF (for ex-
ample, the ASE presence 
at the Scottish National Air 
Show; annual ASE Astron-
omy Weekend event).

Outreach Activities Coor-
dination Group (OA)

Mark Phillips (Chair), Jim Nisbet and
Sean Wixted (other Society mem-
bers as required for specific activi-
ties).

The OA Group will take the 
lead for the Council in over-
seeing and coordinating the
Society’s public outreach 
activities, other then those 
activities delivered by an 
existing liaison/coordination
group established by the 
Council.

ASE Centenary Planning 
Group (ASE100)

Including-
---------------
Sub-Group on the His-
tory of the Society (HSG)

Membership TBC by the Council The role of the ASE100 
Group is to oversee the de-
velopment and delivery of a
programme of events and 
activities in 2024/25 to 
commemorate the 100th an-
niversary of the founding of
the Society in October 
1924.

Andrew Farrow (Chair), Horst Mey-
erdikes,  Bruce  Vickery,  Graeme
Rule.

The HSG will take forward 
the task of collating infor-
mation of the history of the 
Society, its members and 
activities as part of 
ASE100. It will also over-
see the drafting of a dedi-
cated Wikipedia page on 
the ASE.
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Curator of Instruments of
the ASE

Andrew Farrow Andrew will take the lead 
for the Council in assessing
the needs of the Society in 
terms of its stock of instru-
ments and telescopes. Ac-
quiring, maintaining and 
disposing of instruments as
well as leading on dealing 
with inquiries from mem-
bers or others about instru-
ments.

Council’s Liaison to the 
Collective Gallery [City 
Observatory & Calton 
Hill site]

Andrew Farrow Andrew  will  take  the  lead
for  the  Council  in  liaising
with  the  Collective  Gallery
on the Society’s working re-
lationship  and  any  issues
regarding the City Observa-
tory  on  Calton  Hill,  which
was the base of operations
of  the  Society  from  the
1930s to 2009.

Imaging and Observing 
Group Co-Ordinator 
(I&OG)

Neil Martin Neil will take the lead for 
the Council in planning and
organising the meetings 
and activities of the Soci-
eties IOG.

Diversity and Inclusion 
Working Group (D+I)

-----------------
Engaging Young People 
in Astronomy Sub-Group
(YPiA)

Mark Phillips (Chair), Sarah Bulman 
and Prof. Catherine Heymans

The D+I working group will 
discuss options for how the
Society can meet its objec-
tive of having a more di-
verse and inclusive mem-
bership which better re-
flects the totality of Scottish
society. The Group will also
consider how the Society 
might engage harder-to-
reach groups in engaging 
in amateur astronomy, in 
order to better fulfil its role 
of promoting the science of 
Astronomy to the public.

Mark Phillips and Andrew Farrow 
(co-chairs), Sean Wixted (other So-
ciety members as required for spe-
cific activities).

The YPiA Working Group 
will review the Council’s 
pre-COVID-19 plans to en-
gage with children and 
young people aged under 
18, and report back to the 
Council on how progress 
might be made on this.
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Council Review of exist-
ing six work streams un-
der its Future of the So-
ciety project

Peter Black (as Chair of the Future 
of the Society project)

The Council established six
working group streams in 
2018/19 to examine and 
develop various aspects of 
the Society’s future. The 
work of these groups was 
suspended in March 2020 
as a result of the pressures
placed on the Council to 
maintain the core opera-
tions of the Society during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Some of the work of these 
groups has subsequently 
been subsumed into the 
Working Groups estab-
lished by the Council in 
June 2021, and set out 
above.

The Council has tasked Pe-
ter Black with making an 
initial assessment of these 
six working group streams 
and report back to the 
Council on how best to pro-
ceed with their work.
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ANNEX 2

Astronomical Society of Edinburgh

Statement of Balances
Notes

Bank Balances at start of year £ £ £ £
Current Account 7,323 6,498
PayPal Account 0 0

Total Balance at start 7,323 6,498

Plus Receipts 3,860 3,160
Less liability for 2019 1 -50
Less Payments -3,570 -2,284

Total Balance at end 7,613 7,323

Bank Balances at end of year
Current Account 7,542 7,323
PayPal Account 2 71 0

Total Balance at end 7,613 7,323

2021 2020
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ANNEX 2…

Income and expenditure report
Notes

Income £ £ £ £
Donations
   ASE annual subscriptions 3 3,221 2,737
   Outreach Events income 0 91
   Other donations 105 5
   Gift Aid claim 492 326
   Eventbrite 2
Donations total 3,820 3,160

Grants
  ASE trust 4 0 0
Grants total 0 0

Bank interest
   Current Account 0 0
Bank interest total 0 0

Asset sales
   ASE Badges sale 40 0
Asset sales total  40 0

Income total 3,860 3,160

2021 2020
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ANNEX 2…

Notes
Expenditure £ £ £ £

Charitable activities
 Meeting expenses 5 1,303 1,550
 Memberships and affiliations 6 30 30
 Postage 27 14
 Print and Mailing service 7 58
 Public liability insurance 8 28 28
 Employers liability insurance 9 58 0
 ASE Web hosting fee 10 42 0
 Zoom subscription 11 144 144
 Gifts 0 30

Charitable activities total 1,632 1,854

Governance costs
 PayPal Transaction fees 12 16 0
 Independent examination 130 130

Governance costs total 146 130

Asset purchase and upkeep
 Equipment 13 970 0
 ASE badges purchase 14 522 0
 Storage rental 15 300 300

Asset purchase and upkeep total 1,792 300
Expenditure total 3,570 2,284
Income minus expenditure 290 875

2021 2020
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ANNEX 2…

Assets
Notes

£ £ £ £
Library 16 7,700 7,700
High-value books for disposal 16 11,000 11,000
Low/medium-value books for disposal 16 12,000 12,000
Artwork 17 3,900 3,900
Telescopes etc., historic 18 2,300 2,300
Telescopes etc., current 7,700 7,300
IT equipment 19 850 300
Educational equipment 20 5,200 5,200

Assets total 50,650 49,700

2021 2020
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ANNEX 2…

Notes to Accounts

1. There was a liability of £50 from a 2019 uncleared cheque 012145 for Imaging 
Group room hire which was not cleared until 2020.  This appears in the expenditure 
for 2020.

2. A PayPal account was setup in 2021 to allow an additional method of payment for 
members to pay subscriptions and other items.

3. Members subscriptions: direct £3,071, Gift vouchers purchased £150

4. Lorimer Trust income from investment income on financial assets management by 
the ASE Trust. None was requested for 2020 or 2021.

5. Meeting expenses comprise of £882 Room Hire at the Augustine United Church, £20
Meeting Refreshments, £80 Speakers' expenses, £321 Speakers Gifts (purchase of 
Mugs including prepaid for 2022 & Postage)

6. Federation of Astronomical Societies annual membership

7. 2020 AGM notices and annual report printed copies and mailing for non-email mem-
bers.

8. Public Liability Insurance is with the Federation of Astronomical Societies

9. Employer's Liability Insurance - required to protect members volunteering to help 
with public events who would not themselves be covered by Public Liability Insur-
ance protection.

10. Annual ASE Website hosting costs - we are fortunate to receive a large discount 
from Cygnus Extra.

11. Zoom annual subscription for virtual meetings 

12. We started accepting subscriptions using PayPal for which there is an associated 
transaction fee - reduced for charities.

13. ASE Equipment purchases - Star Analyser (diffraction grating) £111, Skysurfer 3 red 
dot finder £33, Skywatcher Goto AX mount £274, Laptop for online meeting stream-
ing £552

14. Annual cost for storage at the Augustine United Church

15. Purchase of 100 ASE lapel badges for sale to members 
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16. The value of the books is listed as unchanged. The value is a very rough estimate, 
so that the sale of a few books from the low-value end has no significant impact on 
the overall estimate.

17. This figure estimates the value of the three remaining Lorimer Medals, a recently 
purchased blank medal from a US collector and of the President's Medal. The Pres-
ident’s medal is considerably more valuable than originally assumed being made of 
9ct gold and along with the presentation case is valued at £3,500.  The Lorimer 
award medals are silver gilt and value estimated at £400 for the three remaining 
medals and the unassigned collector’s Lorimer medal. Not included in the value are 
a number of large photographs, three science displays, and two 20th century water 
colour paintings of the City Observatory.

18. This includes estimated values of the modern instruments available to members, and
of three historic telescopes.

19. The value is for the data projector purchased a few years ago. While our main venue
provides data projectors, this is used regularly at other venues. Laptop purchased 
2021 for £550

20. This figure is a rough estimate of the value of three globes plus the 1990s valuation 
for a "starfinder" instrument by Sir William Peck.

Declaration
The receipts and payments accounts presented on pages 19 - 24 were approved by
the Council of The Astronomical Society of Edinburgh (the trustees of the charity).

Mark Phillips, President, 19 May 2022
For and on behalf of the Council of The Astronomical Society of Edinburgh
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Independent examiner's report on the accounts

Report to the trustees/members of The Astronomical Society of Edinburgh

Registered charity number SC022968
On the accounts of the charity for 
the year ended

31st December 2021 which are set out on 
pages 19 - 24

Respective responsibilities of 
trustees and examiner

The charity's trustees are responsible for the 
preparation of the accounts in accordance 
with the terms of the Charities and Trustee 
Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 ('the 2005 
Act') and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) 
Regulations 2006 (as amended)
(the '2006 Regulations'). The charity trustees
consider that the audit requirement of Regu-
lation 10(1) (d) of the Accounts Regulations 
does not apply. It is my responsibility to ex-
amine the accounts as required under sec-
tion 44(1) (c) of the 2005 Act and to state 
whether particular matters have come to my 
attention.

Basis of independent examiner's 
statement

My examination is carried out in accordance 
with Regulation 11 of the 2006 Regulations. 
An examination includes a review of the ac-
counting records kept by the charity and a 
comparison of the accounts presented with 
those records. It also includes consideration 
of any unusual items or disclosures in the ac-
counts and seeks explanations from the 
trustees concerning any such matters. The 
procedures undertaken do not provide all the
evidence that would be required in an audit 
and, consequently, I do not express an audit 
opinion on the accounts.



Independent examiner's
statement

In the course of my examination, no matter 
has come to my attention:

1. which gives me reasonable cause to be-
lieve that in any material respect the re-
quirements:

- to keep accounting records in accor-
dance with section 44(1) (a) of the
2005 Act and Regulation 4 of the 2006
Accounts Regulations, and

- to prepare accounts which accord with
the accounting record and comply with
Regulation 9 of the 2006 Accounts
Regulations,

have not been met, or

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should
be drawn in order to enable a proper un-
derstanding of the accounts to be
reached.

Signed: Date:

Name: Helen Bourquin
Associate Member ACIE

Address:
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