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Ian Smith
Elephant’s Trunk Nebula

The Elephant’ Trunk Nebula is in the constellation of Cepheus at a 
distance of approximately 2,400 light years. Its name is derived from the 
similarity of a section of the lower part of the nebula (in this image) with 
that of a profile view of an elephant’s head and trunk. The appearance of 
a bright boundary edge around the nebula is caused by intense radiation 
from a giant nearby star which is also ionizing the entire nebula. The dark 
area of the head is thought to contain a star forming region.

Portrayed in false colour to give an estimate of the location and extent of 
Hydrogen α and Oxygen III emissions.

Capture Details:
William Optics Zenithstar 73 iii telescope and 73a flattener with ZWO 
focuser, Ioptron CEM70NUC mount, Altair Tri-band filter, ZWO 
ASI2600MC Pro camera cooled to -20C.

27 x 5 minute exposures (2 hours and 15 minutes), at Gain 100, Offset 
50, 50 dark frames, 50 flat fields and 50 dark flat frames.

Processed in Pixinsight, Photoshop and Topaz denoise.
Imaged between 19:11 and 23:12, on the 13th of November 2022.



David Harvey NGC2264 Christmas Tree Cluster 



David Harvey NGC2264 Christmas Tree Cluster 

In October I lost all 2022 processed data when a computer drive
went ka-put. I had a backup of raw data but in the meantime added a 
Sulphur II filter to my setup, also started the Affinity Photo journey
to process data.

So these are the first two SII+Ha/OIII dual band images created, 
really pleased one of which will form the base for this year's 
Christmas Card.



Andrew Farrow
Meteor from 
Callander



Andrew Farrow
Meteor from 
Callander

Taken from Callander. I 
was trying the IOptron 
Pro mount with my 
Nikon camera using the 
remote shutter release. 
I took several shots 
including this one at 80 
secs. For this I had to 
look at my watch and 
missed seeing the 
meteor. So you can plan 
all you like but 
sometimes serendipity 
happens.



Eros Tang
Elephant’s Trunk 
Nebula



Eros Tang
Elephant’s Trunk Nebula

I started this back in January in less than ideal 
conditions and only through HA and OIII filters to 
produce a bi-colour image. 10 months on and with the 
addition of SII data and cleaner OIII data I can finally 
call this one done on one of the most recognisable 
DSO.



Ian Smith
Rosette Nebula



Ian Smith
Rosette Nebula

The Rosette nebula is an emission nebula located at a distance of approximately 
5,200 light years in the Monoceros area of the Milky Way. It is energised by the 
super-hot stars of the open cluster NGC 2244. The radiation from the cluster has 
formed the central bubble that adds to the impression of a rosette. The dark dust 
lanes are particularly striking. Portrayed in false colour to give an estimate of the 
location and extent of Hydrogen α and Oxygen III Emissions.

Capture Details:
Skywatcher Explorer 190MN DS Pro telescope with Moonlite motorised focuser, 
Skywatcher NEQ6 Pro mount, Altair Tri-band filter, ZWO ASI294MC Pro camera cooled 
to -20C.
37 x 5 minute exposures (3 hours 5 minutes) at Gain 120, Offset 30, 50 dark frames, 
50 flat fields and 50 dark flat frames.

Processed in Astro Pixel Processor, Pixinsight, Topaz denoise and Photoshop.
Imaged between 21:07 on the 20th of January and 01:00 on the 21st of January, 
2022.



Ramsay McIver
Milky Way
(Hard to frame, see online:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ramsaymciver/52522463182/ )

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ramsaymciver/52522463182/


Ramsay McIver
Milky Way

An 8 panel mosaic shot with a Canon EOS Ra and a 16-35mm f2.8 lens. The picture was taken in 
landscape format at 35mm, 20 seconds @ F2.8 ISO 6400. 25th July 20:40 local time Maasai Mara, 
Kenya

Stitched and finished in Photoshop/Lightroom



Peter Black
M27 Dumbbell 
Nebula



Peter Black
M27 Dumbbell Nebula

I have imaged the M27 Dumbbell Nebula 
quite a few times, I always like to revisit and 
improve, this is my best attempt yet using 
the Unistellar eQuinox eVoscope, 20 
minutes exposure. eQuinox takes images 
every 4 seconds, then stacks and de-rotates 
them itself. So then a bit of AI Denoise and 
Lightroom to finish.



Ian Smith
Soul Nebula



Ian Smith
Soul Nebula

The Soul Nebula is located in Cassiopeia at a distance of approximately 
6,500 light years. Within are many active star formation areas and, when 
imaged in infra-red, the young stars can be seen, particularly at the tips of 
the various pillars. The radiation from the young star cluster IC1848 is
creating a cavity within the nebula’s “abdomen”.

Portrayed in false colour to give an estimate of the location and extent of 
Hydrogen α and Oxygen III emissions.

Capture Details:
William Optics Zenithstar 73 iii telescope and 73a flattener with ZWO 
focuser, Ioptron CEM70NUC mount, Altair Tri-band filter, ZWO 
ASI2600MC Pro camera cooled to -20C.

58 x 5 minute exposures (4 hours and 50 minutes), at Gain 100, Offset 
50, 50 dark frames, 50 flat fields and 50 dark flat frames.

Processed in Pixinsight, Photoshop and Topaz denoise.
Imaged between 17:40 and 22:51, on the 14th of November 2022.



Peter Black
M11 Wild Duck 
Cluster



Peter Black
M11 Wild Duck Cluster

First ever attempt at the Wild Duck Cluster, M11, 
very colourful part of the starfield. 
Those of you with vivid imaginations may be able to 
make out a wild duck 🤔feedback on the direction 
of flight would be appreciated!

Unistellar eQuinox eVoscope 92 seconds plus 
De-Noise and Lightroom.
Collimation may be a wee bit out.



Eros Tang
Crescent Nebula 
- NGC 6888



Eros Tang
Crescent Nebula - NGC 6888

I’ve imaged the Crescent Nebula twice 
before but never managed to capture the 
Soap Bubble because it is so faint (It is a 
recent discovery from 2007).

So the aim for this was to image the 
elusive and delicate Soap Bubble (See if 
you can find it!).

What I wasn’t expecting was the richness 
of the surrounding nebulosity, star clusters 
and dark nebula.



Peter Black
Comet C/2022 
E3 (ZTF)



Peter Black
Comet C/2022 E3 (ZTF)

Comet C/2022 E3 (ZTF), 15 minutes with 
Unistellar eQuinox eVoscope, fascinated by 
comets, this one should get brighter and will 
have subsequent attempts over the next 
couple of months.



Pat Devine
The Cygnus Wall



Pat Devine
The Cygnus Wall

3 hours of data taken in September 
from my garden in Craigleith, 
Edinburgh, using a narrowband filter 
to deal with the city centre light 
pollution.  The Cygnus Wall. 
Sometimes, stars form in walls -- 
bright walls of interstellar gas. Stars 
are forming in the W-shaped ridge of 
emission known as the Cygnus Wall. 
The cosmic ridge spans about 20 
light-years.



Fran Goodman
Aurora flickering 
and glowing over 
Drem



Fran Goodman
Aurora flickering and glowing over Drem

Out with Nigel while he was imaging 
something in deep space I was just taking 
shots of the night sky when I looked north and 
realised the Aurora was clearly visible to the 
naked eye - just the best moment!

A quick swing round of the camera and I 
managed to capture it even with quite a lot of 
ambient light.



Eros Tang
Lion Nebula - 
SH2-132



Eros Tang
Lion Nebula - SH2-132

First time I’ve imaged this and it’s always 
interesting to image something new as you 
never know what you’ll get. Apart from the 
Lion itself there are star clusters, dark nebula 
and a couple of PNs?



Fran Goodman
Orion Nebula



Fran Goodman
Orion Nebula

This was taken using my Nikon mirrorless Z6 
II , Sigma 150 - 600 lens and Skywatcher Star 
Adventurer. It’s taken me a while to get my 
head round the Star Adventurer but now I have 
I love it. My second attempt at a deep space 
object and I am pretty pleased with it.

The settings used were an ISO of 1600, 30 
second shutter speed and an aperture of 6.30. 
The image was cropped in LR.



Pat Devine
Heart of the 
Heart nebula



Pat Devine
Heart of the Heart nebula

Taken over 4 nights in October totalling just over 
4 hrs of data, taken from my garden in Craigleith, 
Edinburgh, using a narrowband filter to deal with 
the city centre light pollution. The centre of the 
Heart Nebula contains young stars from the 
open star cluster Melotte 15 that are eroding 
away several picturesque dust pillars with their 
energetic light and winds. The open cluster of 
stars contains a few bright stars nearly 50 times 
the mass of our Sun, many dim stars only a 
fraction of the mass of our Sun, and an absent 
microquasar that was expelled millions of years 
ago. The Heart Nebula is located about 7,500 
light years away toward the constellation of 
Cassiopeia.



Fran Goodman
Topsy, turvy 
moon shot



Fran Goodman
Topsy, turvy moon shot

During my recent trip to northern 
Australia I was fascinated by the moon 
being the ‘wrong way up’. It rises very 
quickly over that part of the world and 
as I didn’t have my star tracker with me 
that presented a challenge in managing 
my exposure. As a result it’s not as 
sharp as I would have liked.



Pat Devine
Soul Nebula



Pat Devine
Soul Nebula

This was one of the first targets I tackled 
when I started with astrophotography and 
continues to be one of my favourites.  It 
has nice detail structures and not sure why 
it is called the soul nebula, I think it looks 
more like a baby on its back! Taken March 
totalling just over 4 hrs of data, taken from 
my garden in Craigleith, Edinburgh, using a 
narrowband filter to deal with the city 
centre light pollution. 
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