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Fran Goodman
Orion Nebula
“...proof that you don’t always need a 
telescope”

This was taken using my Nikon mirrorless Z6 
II , Sigma 150 - 600 lens and Skywatcher Star 
Adventurer. It’s taken me a while to get my 
head round the Star Adventurer but now I 
have I love it. My second attempt at a deep 
space object and I am pretty pleased with it.

The settings used were an ISO of 1600, 30 
second shutter speed and an aperture of 6.30. 
The image was cropped in LR.



Hugh Somerville
ARP 94 Galaxy Cluster Leo
I have decided to enter just two images, both 
taken on Tue 1st Mar 2022 from Carcant. It was 
one of these clear perfect skies with no wind, 
when my alignment was pretty good etc. Having 
had reasonable results with M 65 & M 66 then M 
95 & M 96,  I was looking in the "BBC Sky at 
Night" Feb issue and thought I would try to locate 
Hickson 44 then Arp 94 galaxy clusters. My 
intention was to carry on and complete all the 
targets on that page, but condensation prevented 
this. However it did lead me onto learning a little 
bit about cluster groups. I don't know if anyone 
else does so but I keep all the 'Deep Sky pages' in 
a folder and find it a very useful set of  location 
charts with detailed descriptions complementing 
Stellarium. I did think about trying to improve the 
processing on each one, but I'm happy as they are 
as I think Imaging, Observing, Processing can only 
be achieved after Locating.



Pat Devine
Orion Nebula
Always a favourite target and so 
iconic.  I was trying shorter 
exposures to see if it helped with 
this bright subject and to see if I 
could bring out some of the core 
better. This is 96 x 10s  subs so 
not a long exposure total 
(~15mins). I plan to try again next 
winter to get more data to see if I 
can bring out more detail. But I 
was happy with this result. 



Ron Morley
M51 Whirlpool Galaxy
It was a hard learning experience: getting 
telescope correctly balanced, collimated, 
polar-aligned, guided and sub-frames 
processed.  Imaging with the LX200 is much 
harder than with the Tak 60mm refractor.  The 
LX200 is good for imaging galaxies when the 
collimation, guiding and focus is good. The 
mono and filter wheel approach is slow but 
the results can be satisfactory.

Telescope: LX200 SCT 250mm with F/6.3 
focal reducer

Imaging focal length: 1575mm

Camera: SX Ultrastar Mono (pixel size 6.45 
microns) with filter wheel

Electric focuser manually operated



Peter Black
M1 Crab Nebula

This M1, Crab Nebula is the first 
image taken after adding the 
Optolong L-Pro filter to the 
eQuinox telescope.



Ian Smith
Abell 31
Planetary nebula Abell 31 is an expanding emission 
nebula consisting of gasses ejected from and ionised 
by its parent red giant star. The central blue area is 
dominated by emission from OIII ions and the outer 
shell by Hα emission. At a mere 2,000 light years or so 
away, it’s one of the largest examples but is quite faint.

Point a telescope in the direction of Abell 31 for five 
minutes and all you’ll see is blank sky peppered with 
stars. But squint at the centre of the image and you 
might discern or even imagine a slight discolourisation 
of the background sky. Integrate for 4 hours and your 
suspicions will be confirmed but the image is likely to 
be discarded as too faint and noisy. Repeat for another 
3 nights and the accumulated 10 hours or so reveal 
this beautiful planetary nebula. It’s tempting to 
continue to accumulate light from this object. I may 
well be tempted.

The imaged was obtained with a Skywatcher 190MN 
telescope using a tri-band filter and a ZWO
ASI294MC Pro camera, cooled to -20C with a total of 
10 hours of integration.



Mike McGovern
Mosaic of the full Moon 
of 17th January

Taken with a SkyWatcher 
Explorer 300PDS Newtonian and 
ZWO ASI224MC with ZWO 
850nm IR Pass filter.  It’s made up 
of 43 x 90 second .SER videos 
taken with FireCapture, stacked 
in AS!3, stitched together using 
Microsoft ICE and processed 
using Registax6 and GIMP.

The ZWO 850nm IR Pass filter 
helps to reduce the glare and it 
also reduces atmospheric 
dispersion.



Peter Black
Comet 19P/Borrelly

This is the first time I have imaged 
a faint comet directly.



Pat Devine
Soul Nebula
Soul nebula from this 
week. Still sticking to 
shorter exposures (30s) 
but this time nearer 2.5 
hrs. I am planning on 
visiting a few selected 
targets each year gather 
more data to see if I get 
more detail and less 
noise. This was one of the 
first targets I tackled 
when I started with 
astrophotography and 
continues to be one of my 
favourites.  It has nice 
detail structures and not 
sure why it is called  the 
soul nebula, I think it 
looks more like a baby on 
its back. 



Hugh Somerville
Hickson 44



Ian Smith
Heart of the Heart 
Nebula
The Heart nebula is an 
emission nebula energised 
by the young stars of the 
Melotte 15 open star 
cluster. This image 
highlights the cork-screw 
shaped column of gasses 
which are being shaped and 
eroded by the Melotte 
cluster.

The imaged was obtained 
with a Skywatcher 190MN 
telescope using a tri-band 
filter and a ZWO 
ASI294MC Pro camera, 
cooled to -20C with a total 
of just over 3 hours of 
integration.



Peter Black
NGC 891, Caldwell 23, 
Silver Sliver Galaxy

I just really like NGC 891, the 
Silver Sliver Galaxy and the UFO 
Galaxy NGC 2683.



Ian Smith
Rosette Nebula 
NGC 2237
The Rosette nebula is an 
emission nebula energised 
by the super-hot stars of 
the open cluster NGC 
2244. The radiation from 
the cluster has also formed 
the central bubble that 
adds to the impression
of a rosette.

The imaged was obtained 
with a Skywatcher 190MN 
telescope using a tri-band 
filter and a ZWO 
ASI294MC Pro camera, 
cooled to -20C with a total 
of just over 3 hours of 
integration. The dark dust
lanes are particularly 
striking.
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This quarter I went with effort, the 
amount of work involved and skill.

A very close run thing, but the 
winner is…



Abell 31
by Ian Smith

ASE Image of the 
Quarter Winner 
Jan - Mar 2022

A lot of work and skill.
10 hours over 4 nights.

Huge amount of technique in pulling 
out something so faint from the 

background.
It’s not the most stunning image here 
but it is possibly the most impressive!


