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PREFACE
This Report presents the organization and activities of the
Astronomical Society of Edinburgh for the calendar year 2019. 
Recording this in the following year, it has been necessary to adjust
the Society’s working practices to allow business to continue during
the Coronavirus/COVID-19 pandemic.
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Fortunately, developments in the Society’s electronic facilities during 2019 would make
it easier to adjust in 2020 to social distancing and the inability to meet in public. In place
of traditional meetings, virtual networks such as Zoom and WhatsApp would allow the
Society’s future schedule of events to be delivered in a different form and indeed
creating new opportunities, resulting in a fourfold increase in frequency of easily
accessed, shorter events.



1.  CONSTITUTION & MANAGEMENT
OF THE SOCIETY
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The Society is registered in Scotland as a charity no SC 022968. It is
an unincorporated association founded (as the Edinburgh
Astronomical Association) in 1924 and is governed by a Constitution
most recently modified on 1 November 2019. The Constitution may
be referred to on the Society's web site at
www.astronomyedinburgh.org/membership/constitution/

Clause 1 of the Constitution is:

“The name of the Society shall be The Astronomical Society of Edinburgh and its objects shall
be to advance the education of the public about the science of Astronomy and to promote
astronomical research chiefly in Edinburgh and its neighbourhood. In furtherance thereof:

to circulate information on astronomical matters by the publication of articles, books etc;
to encourage astronomical study and observation; and
to increase popular interest in astronomy.”

The Management of the Society is vested in a Council, elected from the Ordinary
Membership of the Society at the Annual General Meeting (AGM). The members of
Council are trustees of the Charity. In the event of any vacancy arising in the Council,
the Council has power to co-opt a Member of the Society to fill such a vacancy. Council
Members and their functions in 2019 are listed in Annex 1.

As of 31 December 2019, there were 94 members of the Society, of which five were
honorary members. The honorary members were Dr Harry Ford, Dr Dave Gavine, Dr
Neil Grubb, and Prof Douglas Heggie, and one of our two Honorary Presidents: Prof
Andrew Lawrence (Regius Professor of Astronomy at the University of Edinburgh). 

Regretfully, our Honorary President, Prof John Campbell Brown OBE FRSA (Astronomer
Royal for Scotland), died on 16 November 2019 (1947-2019). Prof Brown had been an
Honorary President of the Society since becoming Astronomer Royal for Scotland in
1995.

https://www.astronomyedinburgh.org/membership/constitution/
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Shortly after the end of the reporting year, our past President and honorary member Dr
David Myles Gavine, PhD, FRAS, FRMetS died on 2 January 2020 (1937-2020). Dr Gavine
had been a long-time member of the Society, being awarded the Lorimer Medal in 1995.
Both Prof Brown and Dr Gavine were long-standing champions of astronomy. 

During 2019, the Council of the Society noted with satisfaction that progress in
communication and feedback with members and the public had allowed Council to
target and fine-tune, e.g. the running order of meetings and the content of outreach
work. In late 2019 it therefore established forward planning work streams on –
permanent base & storage, members’ observing site, mobile observing platform,
scoping for a star party, people & skills and financing & resources. Council will progress
this as circumstances allow.

Mr Jim Nisbet (Secretary and Treasurer)
Mr Alan Ellis
Mr Andrew Farrow
Mr Alan Pickup

Trustees of the Lorimer bequest

A former Vice-President of the Society, Mr John Henry Lorimer, left a substantial
bequest to the Society when he died in 1936. This bequest has been assigned to "The
Astronomical Society of Edinburgh Trustees" and is managed by them under conditions
set forth in a Deed of Trust granted in favour of Rev Dr James Patrick and others, dated
10 December 1937. The Astronomical Society of Edinburgh Trust is registered Scottish
Charity no SC013921. 

As of 31 December 2019, the following were the trustees in terms of that deed:

All of the above trustees are past or current Presidents of the Society; Mr Ellis is
currently Treasurer of the Society and Mr Nisbet is currently a member of the Council of
the Society.
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The Society's Journal continues in the form of an on-line blog
coordinated by Rachel Thomas. This is available to the public at
asedinburghjournal.wordpress.com. This is moving to become part of
the main website.

To accompany the Night Sky preview by Alan Pickup and Horst Meyerdierks at monthly
meetings, Alan’s monthly astronomy article for "The Scotsman" – with kind permission
of the paper's publishers – is republished in the Society's Journal and website.

Until 2019 members have been issued with the latest edition of the Federation of
Astronomical Societies' "Astrocalendar" on payment of their subscription to the Society.
At the time of writing the future of that publication is uncertain.

There are three handouts – beginners' seasonal star charts, planisphere and sundial
that have been uploaded to the Society's website and are available to the public. They
are available under the Creative Commons by Attribution License, so that others can re-
distribute or amend and distribute these documents, requiring only that the Society be
acknowledged. 

‘The Beginner’s Guide to buying a telescope’ has been published on our website, as has
the ‘ASE 24’, a table of the 24 celestial objects for beginners to find in the night sky. The
society wishes to thank Mark Phillips for producing these. 

Various other hand-outs have been produced in association with our Outreach
Programme to help beginners set up and use their telescope. These included Basic
Telescope Set up Procedures, Observers Checklist and information on eyepieces

https://asedinburghjournal.wordpress.com/
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president@astronomyedinburgh.org 
secretary@astronomyedinburgh.org 
treasurer@astronomyedinburgh.org 
webmaster@astronomyedinburgh.org 

The Society's website may be found at www.astronomyedinburgh.org
Email contact addresses have been set up for some Society Officers and the website
(including former Journal) coordinator:

An ASE observers' email list exists to help members organise observing activities. At the
end of the year, 24 were subscribed to this list. An Imaging WhatsApp group has been
formed and largely superseded the ASE observers list.

Full details of the Society's activities and information about how to join are on the
website. Certain announcements are publicised through the Society's Twitter account at  
twitter.com/ASEdinburgh, which had over 2000 followers at the end of the year.

The Council expresses its thanks to Council member Mark Phillips for providing web
space, being an excellent and innovative Webmaster and also for assembling the
monthly meeting slide presentations. 

https://www.astronomyedinburgh.org/
https://twitter.com/ASEdinburgh


The Society continued to hold meetings throughout the year to
educate members and promote interest and discussion, to broadcast
news items and receive presentations by Society members. The
Council wishes particularly to thank Alan Pickup and Horst
Meyerdierks for kindly presenting the “Night Sky this Month" to the
Society each month. In keeping with its constitutional function to
educate and promote astronomy in the Edinburgh area, these
meetings are open to the public at no charge.

A key attraction of the regular meetings is the programme of guest speakers, offering a
wide variety of topics associated with astronomy.  Promotion of these meetings by our
more pro-active website and through social media has drawn interest from a wider
section of the local community, such that an on-line (free of charge) ticketing service has
had to be introduced to allow accommodation and seating to be managed.In 2019 the
following were offered.

3.  REGULAR MEETINGS
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11 Jan
1 Feb
1 Mar
5 Apr
3 May
7 Jun
9 Jul
6 Sep
4 Oct
1 Nov
6 Dec

The Role of non-imaging cameras in astronomy
History & story of black holes
Dark matter
Lochaber to the Cosmos
The evaporation of black holes
Deep radio sky surveys with LOFAR
Wandering astronomers, mountain top astronomy
Happy Birthday Tranquility Base
First steps in interstellar probes
Alba ad astra, Scotland  reaching for the stars
The Extremely Large Telescope

Dr Andrew Dennis
Dr Paul Dalgarno
Prof Alex Murphy
Dr Alexander Mackinnon
Dr Fabio Biancalana
Prof Philip Best
Prof Andrew Lawrence
Dr Alexander Bruce
Mr John I Davies
Matjaz Vidmar
Prof Colin Cunningham FIET
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The Annual General Meeting 

This was held on 7 June 2019.

The Imaging group

Meeting monthly, this group has developed to provide a forum for members to improve
their understanding and use of software and equipment for imaging. Members post
images to The Society Flickr  page providing a showcase for our astronomical images. A
number of new members are now attending this meeting regularly as well as the core of
established members.

Observing

While the Society has no permanent base of operations, it arranges ‘impromptu’
observing sessions which members attend on an ad-hoc basis. Many members have
their own equipment set up at home and understandably prefer to use that when the
Scottish weather allows. The society needs a permanent location to base its activities
and store equipment which currently is housed by members on a voluntary basis.
Resolution of the storage needs of the Society will be a major task for the future.
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Supervising and helping members of the public to use a number of telescopes
including two solar scopes
Engaging with the public on astronomical themes and highlighting opportunities to
engage in astronomy
This event attracted approximately 3300 visitors over the weekend.

 Providing information on talks, astronomical news, observing suggestions & events,
publications and, in addition, a repository of knowledge, which we are looking to
develop and expand. Much of this focuses on guiding   beginners and new starters
to astronomy 
Showcasing the Society’s activities and provides access to our Education and
Outreach activities.
Answering question from the public

A number of actions and activities have helped enable the society to
progress with its objectives:

The attendance of ASE volunteers at the ROE’s Doors open event on 28-27
September 2019:

The development of the website which provides access to members and the
public for:

Charles Piazzi Smyth’s bi-centenary

An exhibition was held in the Nelson Monument, Calton Hill from April 2019 to 31
January 2020, featuring the life and achievements of the great astronomer. The event
was led by the Royal Observatory Edinburgh with financial support from the Society
and much effort by Bruce Vickery and Society Vice President Peter Black. An estimated
60,000 people visited the event and some 100 took part in a symposium held on 3rd
and 4th September 2019. Members of the ASE attended the symposium free of charge.
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The City Observatory at Calton Hill

The Collective Gallery opened its new gallery space at Calton Hill to the public on 24th
November 2018.That included the refurbishment of the site and buildings including the
Playfair building and the dome above, which houses the Cooke telescope. During 2019,
Jim Anderson, a member of the Society, made repairs to the drives at his own expense
and work on the clamps and couplings of the Cooke telescope remain outstanding to
assist its return to use. Discussions have started to understand how the Society can help
engage with the Collective Gallery and restart public observing at the site.

Dark sky observing site 

Discussions with Newbattle Abbey College, Dalkeith, Midlothian resulted in a trial
observing session and the prospect of public observing.  Although not within the city, it
has access, parking and a Dark Skies Orion Certificate. 

National Air Show, East Fortune

The annual air show in late July 2019 provided a first opportunity to showcase
astronomy at this major annual public attraction, with displays in a spacious airfield out-
building. A large number of people visited our stand to discuss astronomy and a
number of prospective members took application forms. 

Transit of Mercury 

The passing of planet Mercury in front of the sun in November 2019 was a rare event,
not to be repeated until 2032. The Society set up solar observing telescopes at Calton
Hill to give public access through safe lenses. Observing the sun without proper
protection can be blinding but when done properly it makes astronomy a daytime
fascination. Unfortunately, poor weather prevented observing taking place.
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A buyer’s guide to telescopes, first published on the website in late 2018, this talks
through the options that should be considered when starting out to look at
astronomical observing and the main options and recommendations for
consideration.
A Telescope Help Shop, a public workshop first held in early 2019, advertised on
the Society’s website, Eventbrite and social media. This workshop offered members
of the public an opportunity to bring their equipment along and talk to experienced
members of the Society about any issues or problems they have experienced in its
setting up and use. A number of short themed talks were given during the session
including eyepieces, setting up a ‘scope, checklists and how to use the ASE 24
celestial objects as observing targets..
A guide to the night sky, an event for beginners to cover the basic elements of
navigating the night sky. Based upon the Society’s list of 24 key targets for new
astronomers, this aimed to assist beginners to identify, observe and appreciate
what can be seen. The list is published on the website. 
Astro-imaging for beginners covered the use of all the main options for astro-
imaging and provided a practical guide, including equipment, setting up, capture
and post processing, albeit at a basic level.

The further use of social media 

Including our Facebook and Twitter pages, highlighting news items, activities open to
the general public and encouraging wider participation in astronomical activities and
society events.

The development of an educational/outreach programme consisting of four
elements – promoted as the 'Four Steps to the Stars':

These events, led by President Andrew Farrow and Webmaster Mark Phillips, have been
very well received, indeed over-subscribed. The objective is to develop and refine these
modules so they can be delivered as demand dictates, thus providing new starters with
the necessary information and skills to succeed in the early stages of their journey into
astronomy. The delivery of the third and fourth elements of this programme extended
into 2020.



4.  ACTIVITIES IN 2019...

13
Astronomical Society of Edinburgh
Annual Report 2019

Ronald Livesey Lorimer Medal Award

On 14 September 2019 the Society awarded Ronald J Livesey, CEng FICE FRAS the
Lorimer Medal in recognition of his services to amateur astronomy.

See our website for more information: 
www.astronomyedinburgh.org/2019/10/05/ron-livesey-awarded-the-lorimer-medal/

Special General Meeting (SGM)

The Society's Constitution article 11 provides for a Special General Meeting to be held
whenever deemed necessary by no less than 10 members, eg an issue for the Society when
an AGM is not due.  In a review by Council, it was found that vetting by Council of
applications for membership was no longer appropriate, especially as there were no stated
criteria for admission; and indeed the process could be restricting, eg it was not possible to
buy membership as a gift for a friend. 

So, after due notice as required, an SGM was held after the monthly meeting on 1
November 2019 at which article 3 (Election of Members) was amended to provide for
application in writing and payment of the subscription, ie a reflection of current good
practice.  An element of control by the Society was retained in the event of "Exceptional
disregard of the Society's interests" ( Articles 3.2 & 3.3).

https://www.astronomyedinburgh.org/2019/10/05/ron-livesey-awarded-the-lorimer-medal/


Increased membership income, sale of assets and a grant from the
ASE Trust (SC013921) allowed the Society to expand its activities while
moving from a predicted temporary deficit in 2018 to credit in 2019,
all while maintaining a reduced but comfortable working balance.

The single largest expenditure, was support for the Charles Piazzi Smyth’s bi-centenary,
a major event significant to the history of astronomy in Edinburgh and worldwide, the
huge response to which readily justified the Society’s support. 

Declaration

The Society’s trustees' annual report presented on pages 1 to 14 was approved by the
Council of The Astronomical Society of Edinburgh (the trustees of the charity) at AGM
held on 2 October 2020.

Andrew Farrow, President, 2 October 2020
For and on behalf of the Council of The Astronomical Society of Edinburgh

5.  FINANCIAL REVIEW
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Position
President
Vice President

Vice President

Secretary
Treasurer

Councillor

Councillor
Councillor

Councillor
Councillor
Councillor

Name
Mr Andrew Farrow
Mr Peter Black

Mr Andrew Mackie

Mr Sean Wixted
Mr Alan Ellis

Mr David Archibald 

Mr Carl Dennis
Dr. Geraldine Dennis 

Mr Jim Nisbet
Mr Mark Phillips
Mr Hugh Somerville

Officers
Additional duties

Society’s representative on the Charles
Piazzi Smyth 200th anniversary
organising committee.
Society’s liaison with various public
bodies on the issue of light pollution in
the Edinburgh area. 

Society liaison with Care for Carers
charity
Guest speaker programme coordinator
External events and branded products
coordination
Data protection coordinator
Webmaster and Head of IT support

Council
Members
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Statement of balances

Bank balances at start of year
Current Account
Total balance at start
Plus receipts
Less liability for 2018
Less payments
Total balance at end
Bank balances at end of year
       Current Account
Total balance at end
Assets and liabilities at end of 2018
Assets and liabilities at end of 2019

Notes

1a

1a
1b

2019
£                  £

6,288 
                    6,288
6,569
    -25
-6,335
                    6,498

6,498
                    6,498

                        -50

2018
£                  £

7,222
                    7,222
1,593

-2,526
                    6,288

6,288 
                    6,288
                        -25

16
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Income and expenditure report

Income  
  Donations    
    ASE annual subscriptions    
    Other donations    
    Gift Aid  
  Donations total  

  Grants    
    ASE trust  
  Grants total  

  Bank interest    
    Current Account  
  Bank interest total  

  Asset sales    
    Lorimer Chairs  
  Asset sales total
Income total

Notes

2

3

2019
£                  £

1,879
     14
   291
                    2,184

2,000
                    2,000

       0
                            0

2,385
                      2,385
                      6,569

2018
£                  £

1,341
     13
   239
                     1,593

        0
                            0

        0
                            0

        0
                             0
                      1,593
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Expenditure  
  Charitable activities    
    Meeting expenses    
    Membership and affiliations    
    Astro calendars    
    Stamps    
    Stationery    
    Public liability insurance    
    Member expenses    
    ASE Events    
    Publicity items    
    Lorimer medal engraving  
    Sponsorship  
  Charitable events total  

  Governance costs    
    Independent examination 
  Governance costs total  

  Asset purchase and upkeep   
    Equipment    
    Repairs and maintenance    
    Storage rental  
  Asset purchase and upkeep total
Expenditure total
Income minus expenditure

Notes

4
5
6

7
8
9

10
11
12

2019
£                  £

1,245
     30
       0
       0
       0
     28
     18
   116
   483
     15
4,000
                     5,935

   100
                        100

       0
       0
   300
                         300
                      6,335
                         235

2018
£                  £

1,274
     30
   106
     43
       5
     28
       0
       0
   475
       0
       0
                      1,961

   100
                         100

   100
     65
   300
                         465
                      2,526
                        -934
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Assets

Library
High-value books for disposal
Low/medium-value books for disposal
Artwork
Telescopes etc., historic
Telescopes etc., current
IT equipment
Educational equipment
  Assets total

Notes

14
14
14
15
16

17
18

2019
£                  £
  7,700
11,000
12,000
  3,900
  2,300
  7,300
     300
  5,200
                    49,700

2018
£                  £
  7,700
11,000
12,000
  4,000
  2,300
  7,300
     300
  5,200
                    49,800
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All funds are unrestricted, i.e. available for any of the Society's purposes. No
remuneration was paid to any trustee (Council member) of the Society, nor to any
person connected to a trustee of the Society.
Trustee expenses: None
Transactions with trustees: None.

Notes to accounts

General notes:

Specific notes referenced above:

1a  There is a liability of £25 from a 2018 uncleared cheque 012121 for Imaging Group
room hire which was not cleared until 2019.  This appears in the expenditure for 2019.
1b  There is a liability of £50 from a 2019 uncleared cheque 012145 for Imaging Group
room hire which was not cleared until 2020.  This will appear in the expenditure for
2020.
2    Lorimer Trust income from investment income on financial assets management by
the ASE Trust.
3    Sale of the 13 Lorimer chairs at auction (Lyon & Turnbull)
4    Meeting expenses comprise of £955 Room Hire at the Augustine United Church, £50
for Imaging Group Room Hire, £130 Meeting Refreshments, £110 Speakers' expenses.
5    Federation of Astronomical Societies annual membership
6    Astro calendars were not produced by FAS in 2019
7    Public Liability Insurance is with the Federation of Astronomical Societies
8    Parking charges paid on ASE business
9    ASE outreach events: Telescope Help Workshops hall hire x 2
10  Publicity Items: Assorted posters for outreach events £54, "4-steps to the stars" PR
material £216, Presentation mugs for guest speakers £213
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11  Lorimer medal engraving for Ron Livesey presentation
12  Sponsorship towards cost of 200th Anniversary of Charles Piazzi Smyth events
13  Annual cost for storage at the Augustine United Church
14  The value of the books is listed as unchanged. The value is a very rough estimate, so
that the sale of a few books from the low-value end has no significant impact on the
overall estimate.
15  This figure estimates the value of the three remaining Lorimer Medals, a recently
purchased blank medal from a US collector and of the President's Medal. The
President’s medal is considerably more valuable than originally assumed being made of
9ct gold and along with the presentation case is valued at £3,500.  The Lorimer award
medals are silver gilt and value estimated at £400 for the three remaining medals and
the unassigned collector’s Lorimer medal. Not included in the value are a number of
large photographs, three science displays, and two 20th century water colour paintings
of the City Observatory.
16  This includes estimated values of the modern instruments available to members,
and of three historic telescopes.
17  The value is for the data projector purchased a few years ago. While our main venue
provides data projectors, this is used regularly at other venues.
18  This figure is a rough estimate of the value of three globes plus the 1990s valuation
for a "starfinder" instrument by Sir William Peck.

Declaration
The receipts and payments accounts presented on pages 15 to 19 were approved by
the Council of The Astronomical Society of Edinburgh (the trustees of the charity).

Andrew Farrow, President, 2 October 2020
For and on behalf of the Council of The Astronomical Society of Edinburgh



ANNEX 2
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 2019...

22
Astronomical Society of Edinburgh
Annual Report 2019

Independent examiner's report on the accounts
Report to the
trustees/members of

Registered charity number 

On the accounts of the charity
for the year ended 

Respective responsibilities of
trustees and examiner 

Basis of independent
examiner's statement

The Astronomical Society of Edinburgh 

SC022968

31st December 2019 which are set out on pages 15 to
19

The charity's trustees are responsible for the
preparation of the accounts in accordance with the
terms of the Charities and Trustee Investment
(Scotland) Act 2005 ('the 2005 Act') and the Charities
Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 (as amended)
(the '2006 Regulations'). The charity trustees consider
that the audit requirement of Regulation 10(1) (d) of
the Accounts Regulations does not apply. It is my
responsibility to examine the accounts as required
under section 44(1) (c) of the 2005 Act and to state
whether particular matters have come to my attention.

My examination is carried out in accordance with
Regulation 11 of the 2006 Regulations. An examination
includes a review of the accounting records kept by
the charity and a comparison of the accounts
presented with those records. It also includes
consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in
the accounts and seeks explanations from the trustees
concerning any such matters. The procedures
undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would
be required in an audit and, consequently, I do not
express an audit opinion on the accounts.
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Independent examiner's report on the accounts
Independent examiner's
statement

Signed:

Name:

Address:

In the course of my examination, no matter has come
to my attention:

1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in
any material respect the requirements:

- to keep accounting records in accordance with
section 44(1) (a) of the 2005 Act and Regulation 4 of
the 2006 Accounts Regulations, and

- to prepare accounts which accord with the
accounting record and comply with Regulation 9 of the
2006 Accounts Regulations,

have not been met, or

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn
in order to enable a proper understanding of the
accounts to be reached.

 Date:

Helen Bourquin
Associate Member ACIE




