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Astronomical Society of Edinburgh

Winter 2002-2003 Programme of Meetings

City Observatory, Calton Hill, Edinburgh - 0131 556 4356

http://www. astronomyedinburgh. org/

Ordinary meetings take place at 8pm (Civil Time) in the City Dome of the City Observatory,
Calton Hill (usually on the first Friday of the month). Meetings are open to the general

public.

2002 October 4th

November 1st

December 6th

2003 January 10th

NB Not first Friday!

February 7th

March 7th

Dr Marek Kukula - Royal Observatory, Edinburgh

"Asteroid and Comet Impacts"

Dr Nigel Metcalfe - Durham University

"Deep Field Imaging: A Canvas for the History of the Universe"

Dr Russell Cockman - Falkirk Astronomers

"Basic Astrophotography with Film"

Dave King - ASE

"From the Big Bang to Inflation"

Bill Ward BSc(Hons) FRAS - Glasgow University

"Snap, Crackle & Pop: the Natural Radio of the Earth"

Annual General Meeting
Dr Fiona Vincent - St.Andrews University

"Constellations"

The Astrophotography & Imaging Group and the Messier Group meet on the Monday
following the Ordinary Meeting at 8pm: 7th October, 4th November, 9th December,
13th January, 10th February, 10th March. All members are welcome to attend.

Up to date information about meetings and other opening times of the observatory will be
put on our website and on the answering machine at the observatory.



Astronomical Society of Edinburgh

http://www.astronomyedinburgh.org/

The Society was founded in 1924 and has run the City Observatory since 1938. We exist to
advance the education of the public about the science of Astronomy and to promote
astronomical research chiefly in Edinburgh and its neighbourhood.

All members (especially beginners) are encouraged to participate in the Society's activities.

Visitors are welcome at our meetings and are invited to speak to members of the Society's
Council if they are interested in joining us.

Lecture meetings are held throughout the year - normally the first Friday of each month -
covering a wide range of topics many of which are suitable for beginners. Members are invited
to share their observations either during the main meeting or more informally over a cup of tea
afterwards.

The Observatory houses a 6" Cooke Refractor in the Playfair Building and the Society owns a
number of other instruments including a specialised 'Solar' telescope. The Society also has an
out of town observing site where we have an excellent 12" reflector.

Two observing groups meet monthly during the winter: the Astrophotography & Imaging Group
and the Messier Group. These are open to all members of the Society, from complete novices
to seasoned astronomers.

We also have active observers of aurorae, meteors, noctilucent clouds, occultations, variable
stars, deep sky objects and planets. Other members are interested in the history of astronomy
and some consider themselves 'arm-chair astronomers'. If you would like to know more then
ask a Council Member.

A comprehensive collection of books and periodicals is housed in the Observatory covering all
aspects of astronomy from introductory level up. These are available for consultation or
borrowing by members when the Observatory is open.

The Society publishes a Journal, usually twice a year, under the editorship of Dave Gavine. It
is free to members and contains articles of general astronomical interest. Dr Gavine always
welcomes contributions from members - especially reports of observations.

Members are issued with the latest edition of the Federation of Astronomical Societies'
"Astrocalendar" which contains monthly sky charts and notes on eclipses, visibility of planets
and other astronomical events.

The Royal Observatory, Edinburgh, has kindly allowed us use of their computing facilities to
host our webpages. Members may join an e-mail list which is used to discuss observing
outings and other matters of interest.

The Society is a Scottish Charity SC022968

For further information please contact the Secretary (0131 556 4365) or see our website.



